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Welcoming a New Year

a new year stands on my doorstep
ready to enter my life’s journey.
something in me welcomes this visitor:
the hope of bountiful blessings

the joy of a new beginning

the freshness of unclaimed surprises

something in me rebuffs this visitor:
the swiftness of the coming

the boldness of the entrance

the challenge of a year's good-bye

something in me fears this visitor:

the unnamed events of future days

the wisdom needed to walk love well

the demands of giving away and growing

a new year stands on my doorstep.
with fragile caution | move

to open the door for its entrance.

my heart leaps with surprise,

joy jumps in my eyes,

for there beside this brand-new year
¥ stands my God with outstretched hand!
. He smiles and gently asks of me:

*: can we walk this year together?

: and I, so overwhelmed with goodness,
. can barely whisper my reply:

welcome in!
Joyce Rupp

Fresh Bread and Other Gifts
of Spiritual Nourishment
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PASSING ON OUR VALUES
How does your family bless one another?

“But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to for-
get the things that our eyes have seen nor to let them slip from
your mind all the days of your life; make them known to your chil-
dren, and your children’s children.”

Deuteronomy 4:9

lot of stress. You know that for yourself — by
family bless one reflecting on your own schedule and busy life

another? One way to begin thinking about this~ Put your children also deal with pressures

is to consider how you begin and end your datyday that you didn’t face until you were older.
together. What is your first greeting to each Think about those last words that ring in your
other in the morning, the last thing that you s@®'s O the ears of loved ones: child, spouse,
to one another at night? Sometimes we needRgrent... How will they close their day? Use
stop ourselves and think of the messages we/4&ds and rituals that express the forgiving and
giving each other. Parents who discover that "€N€Wing power of the gospel. And bless each
their first words of the day on most mornings other — a child can give a blessing to their par-
are “You're late!” may want to think of a bettefNtS as readily as they can receive a blessing
way to start the day. What are your sending-§f#m their parents.

words? One thought is to start a new practic®euteronomy 6:4-9

“Remember whose child you are!” and teach “Hear O Israel: the LORD is our God and the
them the response: “Yours and God’s!” With #ORD alone. You shall love the LORD your

life partner, friend or a journal, reflect on 2-3 God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
highs and lows of your day — giving thanks fand with all your might. Keep these words that |
the highs, recognizing that God was there; araim commanding you today in your heart. Recite
praying for more awareness of God’s presend¢eem to your children and talk about them when
to enter the lows. With a child at bedtime, malteu are at home and when you are away, when
the sign of the cross on their forehead or palrgsu lie down and when you rise up. Bind them
and say “Jesus loves you and so do I.” or as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem
“(Name), child of God, may you always knowon your forehead, and write them on the door-
how precious you are.” posts of your house and your gates.”

How does your

Beginnings and endings that are shaped with
blessings, prayer and expressions of love pow-
erfully influence our day. Families are under a

Pastor Kathy
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New year, new

Studying the Beatitudes

Muriel will lead a six-week class o

6:30 p.m. starting Wednesday, January 6, in the Meeting RNorape-

cial book purchase is needed, but

ble. Sessions will be about one hour, and will loolopics such as

awakening the heart and empowe

ings. You can register by calling the church office.

Hearing Luke,
Read the Gospel of Luke aloud in

day afternoon, January 17, beginning at 2 p.m. Readingfdhe gos-
pels from beginning to end is a meaningful experience—efufisights
on history, connections and ways we can apply Christchiags to our

lives today.
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opportunities

n the Beatitudes cetvésdays at
you may choose to lwingoyvn Bi-

rment for living from Christach-

start to finish
the company of churchdgien Sun-

Reaching out
at Christmas

The spirit of giving was evident at
St. John’s in December. Here are
some numbers:

Christmas Shares

120 gifts for those in need in
our community

Thank you, Donna Beck, Bev
Huebner, youth, First Wednesday
kids and everyone who contrib-
uted.

Stork’s Nest

17 blankets, 2 crib sheets, 28
sleepers, 3 toys and 388 diapers
will go to new parents through a
Grinnell Regional Medical Cen-
ter program.

Thank you, Bobbie Kahler and
crew for coordinating

Fair Trade Fair

In sympathy

Sincere sympathy is extended to té

family of Neoma Walter, who died

December 3. Funeral services were _ _
held December 11 at Smith Funer&ongregational meeting

Home.

New treasurer(s)
Rose and Keith Osland have

gation treasurer(s). They will suc-
ceed Gary Cook, who is stepping
down after many years of faithful
service. Thank you, Rose and
Keith.

Guest in the pulpit

The Rev. Paul Ostrem, assistant t
Bishop Michael Burk, will preach

Rhurch.

at our worship service on Saturda
anuary 23, and Sunday, January

The semiannual meeting of the St
John’s congregation will be held
after worship on Sunday, January

31. At the meeting, the 2009 finant
cial report will be reviewed and the
stepped forward to serve as congre10 budget presented. Copies of

the budget will be available two
weeks before the meeting.

Food pantry

Needed at the MICA food pantry iy
January are packaged rice and

pasta. A collection container is lo-
cated in the front entryway to the

A total of $1,400 will go to arti-
sans in developing countries
/'where income is less than $1 a
day.

Thank you, Nancy Locker and her
set-up and sales crew.

Snapshot of church finances

Comparison of our offerings and
our budget through November.
Please note that the figures are
for the first 11 months of 2009
anddo not include December.

Offerings to date $198,362
Expenses to date$218,766
Budget to date:$233,586
Expenses vs. Offerings($20,404)

A full report on the 2009 offer-
ings, expenses and budget will be
presented at the semiannual con-

gregational meeting on January
31.
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NOTES OF THANKS

MANY THANKS to everyone who helped make our commy
nity Thanksgiving dinner a success once again. We served
about 110 people at the church and delivered 46 meals aro
town. We greatly appreciate the food and monetary damsati
and the efforts of those who helped in the kitchen and with
deliveries.

Kelly Rose
Mary and Russ Schuchmann

DEAR St. John's friends,
I want to thank you for the cards, food, visits and youn@ro
tary gifts to our church in memory of Ralph. He would have
been very humbled by your remembrances, as | am. ywank|
SO much.
Sincerely,
Jan Luebben

THANK YOU! Thank you for being such a loyal supporter
Project Home Mission — in partnership between Mid-lowa
Community Action (MICA) and central lowa churches.
Churches who are involved in PHM agree to make a finhnc
contribution that will assist families in overcomingithar-
cumstances. Last year, St. John’s showed amazing giyero
by partially funding two PHM families. Once more, thakiy
for your participation in PHM. It is much appreciated.

Project Home Mission
Mid-lowa Community Action

MANY THANKS to everyone who helped prepare and sery
food for our Advent suppers.

Bobbie Kahler

THANK YOU, St. John’s family, for surprising us with a gift

| was stunned to open your gift — huge and unexpected. Tha

you so much for the gift certificates. We love to shop a
McNally's — and you know | am at Saints Rest weeklyvdts
very thoughtful of you to remember us at Christmas. May
light of Christ shine richly in your celebrations.

Pastor Kathy and Bob

DEAR St. John'’s friends,
| am so blessed by your thoughtful gifts and your many exp
sions of support. You truly are a treasure to me.

In Christ,
Muriel

MANY THANKS to everyone who took time out of their hol
day preparations to remember me with cards, callsepand
food after | fell and broke my wrist two days before Stmias.

Bev Coo

U7
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Welcome to St. John’s

Welcome to new members David and Susan Willig,
who joined St. John’s on December 6.

Hndrhe Willigs moved to Grinnell in spring 2008 from

Martelle, lowa. Grinnell is a retirement locatiorath
puts them close to their oldest son, who teaches at
Grinnell College.

David and Susan met while they were students at Lu-
ther College. David grew up in Decorah. Susan, the
- daughter of a Lutheran pas-
| tor, lived in various places
in Minnesota and Wiscon-
sin. Following their mar-
riage after college gradua-
tion, they served for two
years in Papua New Guinea
as part of a Lutheran mis-
sion short-term teaching
program. Their experience
teaching indigenous people
at a boarding school in the
island nation gave them a view of the world that
changed their lives, David said.

Returning to the U.S. in the early 1970s, they lived in
Guttenberg, where David taught high school art for a
time and then worked for three years as an artist, pri
marily doing pottery. They lived for the next 30 years
in Martelle, where David taught art and Susan
worked at Kirkwood Community College.

avid and Susan have four children: Jacob, who
eaches physics at the college and has three children;
Isaac, a civil engineer in Seattle; Chantana, wha live
in Anamosa and has three children; and Petrina, who
is a substitute teacher in Denton Texas.

Chantana, who was adopted from Thailand when she
was 9, has nourished the family’s global perspective.
David and Susan have made three trips to Thailand
and in recent years visited Petrina when she served in
the Peace Corps in Jordan and with a Lutheranmis-
sion service group in Colombia.

While they enjoy traveling, the Willigs are happy to
call Grinnell home. David is beginning to set up a
pottery studio in the basement, and Susan enjoys knit-
ting, sewing, quilting and family activities.

David and Susan Willig
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USRI ESISNE News from the Church Council

SATURDAY, JANUARY 2
Welcome Team: Gary Cook, Christopher Weir
Reader. Gary Cook

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3

Acolyte: Eli Dunne

Greeters: Mitzi and Duane Dufoe

Reader. Scott Bosse

Communion Assistants:John and Madge Ruchotzke
Fellowship: Natalie and Jim Dunne

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9

Acolyte: Rachel Pinkerton

Welcome Team Dave and Shirle Huth
Reader. Nicole Behrens

Communion Assistant:Bob Kinseth

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10

Acolyte: Barrett Anderson

Greeters: Anita and Tom Ford

Reader. Austin Elling

Communion Assistants John and Dorothy Martinek
Fellowship: Roger, Lisa Henderson, Verna Gerrish

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16
Welcome Team Norm Erickson and Sue McDonough
Reader. Norm Erickson

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17
Acolyte: Chance Winburn

Greeters: Shirley and Gene Broders
Reader. Lisa Henderson
Communion Assistants:

Fellowship: JuniorYouth

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23
Welcome Team Nancy and Brian Heineman
Reader. Pam Ashing

Communion Assistant Nancy Urfer

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24

Acolyte: Sarah Reitz

Greeters: Jean and Vic Frana

Reader. Verna Gerrish

Fellowship: Vic and Jean Frana, Natalie Pavey

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30
Welcome Team Nancy and Ted Urfer
Reader. Ted Urfer

Communion Assistant

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31

Acolyte: Barrett Anderson

Greeters: Diane Ruchotzke, Gladys Booth
Reader. Sue McDonough

Fellowship:

USHERS ON SUNDAY:John Ruchotzke, Gaylen
Johnsor(head ushersPave Huth, Aaron Winburn,
Kalen Winburn

MONEY COUNTERS: John and Madge Ruchotzke

ALTAR GUILD

JANUARY 1-JANUARY 12— Karri Furness
MONTH OF JANUARY — Judy Lebeck
JANUARY 12-FEBRUARY 12 — Bev Cook

The following is a summary of the council meeting held December 5:

A TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE will be created to study technology
issues (computer, telephone, electronics) raised byhtlirett council, the
staff or the committee itself, and make recommendatiottse
&)uncil about how to deal with those issues. Membets wil
include Russ Schuchmann, Bob Roys and one or two
@ others to be appointed.

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE of the council will review the job de-
scriptions of staff members

TREAT BAGS for our college students were assembled and distributed
before finals week.

YOUTH of the congregation took part in the Kids Against Hunged{
packaging program in November and bought and wrapped gifts for the
Christmas Shares program in December.

New guidelines for Prayer Chain

St. John’s is a people of prayer. The Prayer Chain isteg@rovide prayer
support for those in need and to strengthen our tiésamié another by shar-
ing our concerns.

In a recent review of structure, the Prayer Chain nd& gader the respon-
sibilities of the Worship Committee. It continued®handled by the church
secretary.

To make sure the Prayer Chain is composed of people whotabe a part
of this ministry, we have asked that you contact theathaffice if you want
to continue to be included or if you want to be addetiedist. Please indi-
cate if you want to be part of the email or the tetepe Prayer Chain.

When you have a prayer concern, please get permissibiatte it before
calling the church office with the information. We like full names only
when the information is provided by the immediate fgntior others, only
first names will be used. In the case of prayer reletestirgery, please give
the date of the surgery.

A name will remain on the Prayer Chain for four weekdess the church
office is notified to remove the name. In the casa lde-changing illness, a
name will remain on the Prayer Chain until a notifimatio remove the
name is made by the family.

For the telephone Prayer Chain, Margaret Amo willtted first person on
the list. That person will call the second, the secoitictall the third and so
on. The final person on the list is asked to call tret fierson to show that
everyone has been contacted. It is hoped that phoseagthlbe completed
within a 24-hour period.

Report on our first Fair Trade Fair

Thanks to everyone who supported our Fair Trade Fair iyp Bacember by
bringing goodies, shopping or coming to enjoy the fellowsBgpne went
home with Christmas gifs—nativity sets, ornaments, jewelffee and tea.

We have ordered more coffee and tea to sell througheuytsar. Our cof-
fees include the popular Sisters Blend and FellowshipdBisnwell as fla-
vored coffees — French Vanilla and Toffee Caramel. Welase pack-

ages of green tea.

Ngrocker
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GETTING
ACQUAINTED

Bob Larson, vice president of St. John’s chur¢

council, was born in Austin, Minn., attended
Wartburg College and has lived in Grinnell
= ]since 1982. He and his
| wife Pat have been mem-
| bers of St. John’s since
2004.

Bob grew up in the Lu-
theran church in Austin
(with many good memo-
ries of Luther League). Heg
met Pat at Wartburg (“a
good Lutheran school”),
where both graduated in
1969. They were married during their senior
year. (“That seems kind of young nowadays,
doesn't it, but it's lasted.”)

Bob Laron

Bob spent four years in the U.S. Air Force,

taught school briefly, and then got into the in-
surance business. He came to Grinnell to wo
at Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company. Fo
many years, he has been an agent for State |
Insurance, with an office in downtown Grinne

Bob and Pat have two grown daughters —
Kama, who is married and has two girls, and
Angela, who works at ASI. Both live in Grin-
nell. “We are blessed to have them here,” Bo
says.

Outside of work and family activities, Bob like|
to run and has a strong interest in history.
He notes Pat’s love of music, saying that one

her goals is to join the church choir when she] is

able.

As vice president of the church council, Bob
serves on the Executive Committee and chai

the council meetings when needed. He will be

gin a one-year term as council president in Jy
2010.

One of a series of brief profiles of members of

the Council of Ministers at St. John’s.

to our baptized members who have birthdays in January

JANUARY 1 Dylan Ritter JAN_U_ARY 23

th Stan Havel JANUARY 13 Virginia Ashby
Robin Knerr John Dahlby Albright JANUARY 24
Paul Lai JANUARY 14 Jim Bailey
Kris Stepanek Jean Frana Agnes Mikel
Aaron Winburn LeRoy Locker JANUARY 26
JANUARY 2 JANUARY 15 Pam Ashing
Tim Potts Ted Urfer Thomas Heineman

Kathy Kriegel
JANUARY 3 JANUARY 16
Heidi Lebeck Travis Smith JANUARY 27
Sydney Honsbruch John Ruchotzke
JANUARY 17

JANUARY 6 David Ashby JANUARY 28
Duane Flagel Troy Smith Bev Cook
JANUARY 8 Jace Wilson William Reitz
Cindy Dudley — jANUARY 18  JANUARY 29
Linda Nowasell  Tracy Reitz Mikayla Hatcher
JANUARY 9 JANUARY 19 James Nowasell
Chana Weir Alice Beck JANUARY 30

'k JANUARY 10 Kris Ness Nathan Beach

r Andrew Walter  Tyler Smith Norm Erickson

FAJANUARY 11 JANUARY 20 JANUARY 31

L Luann weigel John Martinek  Albert Knight
JANUARY 12 JANUARY 21 Kyle Pedersen
Armand Masuku perle Lamb

S

174

Faith Friends — mentors to our confirmation student
are (left to right) Rick Weigel, Perre Pedersen, Fa
Deppe, Dale Selix, Bev Huebner and Karri Furness.

S —
rah
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Return Service Requested

I/we pledge the following amount toward the purchase admmercial dishwasher for the
kitchen at St. John’s.

Amount pledged $

Name

Phone number

Please place this form in the offering plate at worship ormetuo the
church office by February 1.

The Church Council will make a decision on the dishwasher athisi&iey
meeting. If the purchase is approved, pledges will be due by March

Questions? Call Fred and Vicki Dillon, 236-5355, or Lance and Deb

Longman, 236-8260. m




