St. John’s Lutheran Church , Grinnell, |A

LOVE LETTE

SEPTEMBER 2009
God’s Work — Our Hands. Our Feet. Our Voices.

JOIN US FOR

SUNDAY SCHOOL
ADULT FORUM
CHOIR

DETAILS INSIDE

Centered Prayer Time
Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.

Healing Services
Last Saturday/Sunday of the month

Small Group Discussion
Thursdays at 6:30 a.m. starting Oct. 1

God’s Work — Our Hands. Our Feet. Our Voices.
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In sympathy First Wednesday

Sincere sympathy is extended to The fall’s first First Wednesday is
the family of Paul Pedersen, whoSeptember 2. On First Wednes-
died August 10. His funeral was days — the school district’s

held at St. John’s on August 15. monthly early-dismissal day -St.
Paul’'s family has a long and faithJdohn'’s invites elementary-age chil-
ful connection with our congrega-dren and their friends to join Pam,
tion. His grandfather, Ommund, Natalie, Muriel and others at the
helped to found the Norwegian church at 12:30_ p.m. for an afternoon
Lutheran Church on Elm Street, £ 92mes, special projects and tasty
predecessor of St. John’s. Paul WS-

involved with the groundbreaking

for the present sanctuary in 1954N0O more Styrofoam!

St. John’s is getting greener.
Baptized Mindful of our role as stewards of
Emmett Dalton Elling, son of AUS-S soed Slgsrgzg?g’_vﬁsrt'ggg g?g? nrct)(-)
tin and Karla Mae Elling, was bapfbarr?— for events at St John’g
tized August 1 at St. John’s. His X )

sponsors are Sharon and Fred EI-The change includes the Sunday

- morning Coffee Fellowship. (FYI:
ling and Merle and Janell Ayres. We have a few more Styrofoam

cups to use up!
Born P P!
Greg and Cathy Huebner of Law- )
rence, Kansas, are parents ofa More drivers needed

daughter, Stella Marie, born Au- Norm Erickson’s effort to provide
gust 15. Her grandparents are Beydes to those who need transport;
and Dan Huebner. tion to medical appointments and

in emergencies has had a big re-
Married sponse. Due to the number of re-

. . i |
Congratulations to Anna Heine- dUests, he needs more drivers!
man and Gary Heil, who were Some of those needing transporta

- . tion to appointments in Des
married at Herrick Chapel on Au- """ .
gust 8. P Moines, lowa City and Marshall-

town; others need help getting to
. places here in town. If you can joir
Anniversary the list of those willing to provide
Congratulations to Don and Dorisrides, call Norm Erickson, 236-
Sundell, who celebrated their'60 6902, or the church office. Please
wedding anniversary August 11. indicate if you have a preference
for in-town or out-of-town driving.

I

Food Pantry

Needed items at the MICA food
pantry in September are boxed
macaroni and cheese, tuna helper
and hamburger helper. A collec-
tion basket is located in the front
entrance.

Still looking

The Service Committee is organ-
ized and active, but it still needs
a chairman. Talk to Muriel if you
are willing to serve.

New Banner
Thanks to Donna
Beck for the
lovely new
banner for our

1= "l sanctuary.

MY LAMBS

Smile!

The lowa Dental Association
will offer free dental care on Fri-
day and Saturday, September 25-
26, at the lowa Speedway in
Newton. Hours are 7 a.m. to 5
p.m. The clinic, called the lowa
Mission of Mercy, is open to
everybody. Patients do not need
to meet any eligibility require-
ments or pre-register. Volunteer
dentists, dental hygienists and
dental assists will treat patients
on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis. Volunteer helpers are also
needed.. For more information,
visit www.lowaMOM.org

Church finances to date
Comparison of our offerings and
our budget through July.

Budget to date:$148,646
Offerings to date $125,655
Budget vs. Offerings ($22,991)



LOVE LETTER PAGE 3

THANK YOU!

TO Austin Elling for his willingness
to update our church website. It will
be a work-in-progress, but watch for
a livelier, easier-to-use site.

TO the knowledgeable group that
helped evaluate and advise on the
lease of our new copier.

TO the many people who collected
school supplies for MICA and put
together health kits for Lutheran
World Relief, a big thank you!

FOR all the effort that went into our
wonderful outdoorOturnedOindoor
worship service on August 16. Spe-
cial thanks to Roger and Lisa Hen-
derson for helping to plan the ser-
vice, and to the Evangelism Commit
tee for its door-to-door outreach pro-
ject to invite our neighbors.

TO Bobbie Kahler, the Fellowship
Committee, Natalie Pavey and Pam
Ashing for coordinating special
events this summer. Thank you, too,
to all who participated in these de-
lightful opportunities for fellowship,
worship and fun together.

TO Nancy Locker for coordinating
our women'’s retreat, for Margaret
Amo for sharing her musical talents,
and to all the women who gathered
at Sinsinawa for a time of reflection,
prayer and dialogue. It has been re-
guested to make this a yearly event!

THANK YOU , St. John's, for the
care bag! Everything will come in
handy for college!

Thanks again!
Chana Weir

WE want to thank everyone for the
cards and well wishes on our 60th
wedding anniversary

Don and Doris Sundell

THANK YOU to everyone who re-

membered our birthdays We feel

blessed by your thoughtfulness!
Muriel and Jo

God’'s Work — Our Hands. Our Feet. Our Voices.

Centered Prayer Time

Are you looking for a quiet place and time for prayer afiécgon
during the week? We at St. John’s are opening the sanctugssalyer
onTuesdays from 11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. starting September
1.We will have our congregation’s prayer concerns abbglas well as
a variety of resources for silent, personal prayeoriéf group prayer
led by Pastor Kathy or Muriel will be held at noon. Rlafoin us mid-
week as we pause to “Be still and know that | am God.”

Sunday School and Adult Forum

Sunday School this year will use the theme of “Witridssvill start
onRally Sunday, September 13with an intergenerational gathering
(Adult Forum included), preceded by a brunch (food provided).
The theme for the fall sessions of Adult Forum iselg¢éming the
Stranger.” Classes will look at the issue of immigmatiocluding the
experiences in Postville, and at the two other Abrahdautics—Islam
and Judaism. A brochure with details on the Adult Forumedule and
topics will be available on Rally Sunday.

Services of Healing

A portion of the worship service on the last weekendhefrhonth
(alternating between Saturdays and Sundays) will incluskrace of
Healing, startingsunday, September 27.

Small Group Discussion

Starting onThursday, October 1and continuing for nine weeks, Pas-
tor Kathy will lead a Small Group Discussion at 6:30 an&aints
Rest. The discussion will use the book, “Climbing &lyeamore Tree:
A Study on Choice and Simplicity” by Ann Hagmann. Witk gtory

of Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-9) as its inspiration, the books at how
our everyday economic and lifestyle decisions reflectGhristian

faith and values. The author says, “My faith tells he being a Chris-
tian must affectvho | amandhow | behave.. Christ has something to
say about the way I live my daily life, from how ldteothers to how |
spend my money." Please register for the class (iolthech office) by
September 15 so that books can be ordered.

New Fellowship Groups

Plans are in the works at St. John’s for new felluprgroups for
young adults — ages 25-45. Watch Limwe LettertheelLove Letter
and the bulletin for more information.
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STEWARDSHIP OF SERVICE

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
Acolyte: Zach Osland

Welcome Team:Bobbie Kahler, Donna Beck
Reader: Dave Huth

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

Acolyte: Zach Osland

Greeters: The Van Hamme Family

Reader. Brian Heineman

Communion Assistants: Keith and Rose Osland
Fellowship: Bob and Pam Ashing

Nursery: Dorothy Wade

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
Acolyte: Troy Smith

Welcome Team: Jim and Molly Urfer
Reader. Gladys Booth

Communion Assistant:Nancy Urfer

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

Acolyte: Oliver Vande Stouwe

Greeter: Deb and Lance Longman

Reader. Scott Bosse

Fellowship: Jim and Natalie Dunne, Natalie Pavey
Nursery: Nicole Behrens

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
Acolyte: Chance Winburn

Welcome Team Kathy Kriegel, Jessica Wilson
Reader. Norm Erickson

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

Acolyte: Eli Dunne

Greeter: Cindy and Steve Dudley

Reader. Lisa Henderson

Communion Assistants Russ and Brenda Crawford
Fellowship: Youth

Nursery: Gaye and Tammie Van Hamme

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
Acolyte: Jarren Ford

Welcome Team Jim and Natalie Dunn
Reader. Karen Ashby

Communion Assistant Bev Cook

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

Acolyte: Caprisse Honsbruch

Greeters: Jim and Sara Hegg Dunne

Reader. Sara Hegg Dunne

Fellowship: Keith and Rose Osland, Irene Morrison
Nursery: Laura Weigel

USHERS ON SUNDAY
Bob Ashing, Vic Franahead ushersDuane Flagel, Nathan
Ford, Kyle Irland, Jan Sherlock

OFFERING COUNTERS
Fred and Vicki Dillon

ALTAR GUILD

September 1-September 8 —Mary Schuchmann
Month of September — Sue McDonough
September 8-October 13 —Karen Ashby

LOVE LETTER

to our baptized members who have birthdays in September:

September 1
Danny Dudley
Bob Falck
Jeff Pedersen

September 2
Kerri Olson

September 3

Julie Smith

September 14
Virginia Deppe
Lance Longman
Bruce Potter

Eli Rose

September 15
Ron Morrison

September 24
Kathy Barger
Paul Christinson
Craig Morrison
Judy Smith

September 25
Lorraine Graff

Mike Hatcher Zach Osland September 26

Rex Morrison ach Uslan Paul Weber

Sptember 4 ?elptesmb%r 16 September 27

Haylee Anderson ulie sanders Joe Reitz

September 5 Selptember 17 September 28

Jack Templeton Kelsey Jensen Marjorie Christinson
Karen Klug- Bob Larson

September 7 Frischmeyer Nicole Peter

Chris Starrett .

! September 19 Whitehead
September 10 Garrett Locker September 29
Ed Hatcher
Doris Selix September 20 Paul Nowasell

Kevin Broders Donna Tedford

September 11 Crystal Dalldof Vera Warnke

Chelsey Kolpin Jeryl Knerr September 30
Jessica Walter Mark Kolpin Merlyn Luttman
Aaron Weigel Diane Lamb Dena Amo
September 13 September 21

Emma Ernsperger Barb Baker

Chad Rose Bob Falck

From the Evangelism Committee

Our "theme" this year is "Be Joyful." When 18 of us (that's
right.18!) canvassed the area August 10 to invite our neighbors
to our outdoor worship service, we went JOYFULLY! (Who
would WANT to come if we weren't excited about the smrvi
ourselves?) When we gather our Christmas Shares, ouk MIC
items, our Stork's Nest items, etc., we do it JOYFYLWhen

we greet visitors in church, let us do so JOYFULLY!

From October 4-17, we will hold individual "Getting-to-Know-
You" social, friendly, potentially "joyous" visits. We'tooking
for 15-20 hosts/hostesses to invite members together ictian a
ity of the hosts' choosing. It could be Saturday mornoffee,
Friday night popcorn, Sunday brunch - at home, coffee shop,
park - whatever the host chooses. The hosts will gatnes-T
day, September 15, to meet with Pastor Kathy, who'llagxpl
what this social,and slightly "churchy" visit, could &t (|

stress "slightly” churchy.) The hosts will go througk tist of
active and non-active members, choosing some of each to in-
vite. WE pray thatyOU'LL pray about this and say "yes" when
asked to join our "joyous" friendly gatherings. See youether

Sue McDonough and Fred England, co-chairs
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NOTE: Someof the decisions made at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly in Minneiapaligust have been
widely reported in the media. But news reports are brief and ditenot give the full picture. The following is
a letter from ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson sent to rosteagiérs on August 22. Pastor Kathy
read portions of his letter at worship on August 22 and 23. In her meskagaid in part, “What those who
have not yet heard of God’s grace will remember most in the comisgsiagt the teachings of the Bible, but
how those who claim they follow Jesus interact at this time. w#treat and pray for those with whom we
disagree. They will not remember our standing firm on the gospel ct@triall, if we stand pointing at an-
other’s pain or mistakes. They will remember if we gently holgaimeof others. And there is pain and grief
today. Remembering that in the early church, people were drawn toi@tis{or repelled from it) not by
one aspect of doctrine, interpretation or word, but in how they love onaeatiot

Churchwide Assembly Update

From Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful.
-- Colossians 3:14-15

| write to you from the 2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly in Minneapolis with official information about the actions of this
assembly related to human sexuality. | am grateful for the manner in which this church has engaged in this conversation.
The way this assembly has discussed these questions is a continuation of the way this church has deliberated: with deep
and heartfelt respect for each other, engaging with Scripture, listening to the faith stories and experiences of one an-
other, and through worship and prayer seeking the discernment of the Spirit.

In my response to the voting members on Friday, August 21, | made this request: we need one another. We need time.
We need the voices of those who lament and those who rejoice over these actions, for together we have been called to
proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ and engage in God’s mission for the life of the world.

The assembly adopted 676-338 -- precisely two-thirds of those voting -- “Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust,” the ELCA’s
10th social statement, with minor editorial amendments. It also adopted a series of implementing resolutions with
amendments. This theological and teaching document builds on the key Lutheran principles of justification by grace and
Christian freedom to serve the neighbor. It emphasizes that central to our vocation, in relation to human sexuality, is the
building and protection of trust in relationships. It therefore affirms that we are called to be trustworthy in our human
sexuality and to build social institutions and practices where trust and trustworthy relationships can thrive. The social
statement addresses marriage, same-gender relationships, families, protecting children, friendships, commitment, social
responsibility and moral discernment. Regarding same-gender committed relationships, the social statement says that
this church is not in agreement and recognizes the different perspectives which are present among us.

Our assembly also adopted resolutions proposed by the Church Council based on those contained in a “Report and Rec-
ommendation on Ministry Policies.” The actions direct that changes be made to churchwide policy documents to make it
possible for those in committed same-gender relationships to serve as rostered leaders in the ELCA. There were amend-
ments to two of the proposals. The assembly adopted the resolutions in the following order, beginning with a strong
statement about how we will live together in the face of our disagreements:

Resolution 3 : “RESOLVED, that in the implementation of any resolutions on ministry policies, the ELCA commit itself to
bear one another's burdens, love the neighbor, and respect the bound consciences of all." (Adopted 771-230 as
amended)

Resolution 1 : “RESOLVED, that the ELCA commit itself to finding ways to allow congregations that choose to do so to
recognize, support and hold publicly accountable life-long, monogamous, same-gender relationships.” (Adopted 619-
402)

Resolution 2 : “RESOLVED, that the ELCA commit itself to finding a way for people in such publicly accountable, life-
long, monogamous, same-gender relationships to serve as rostered leaders of this church.” (Adopted 559-451)
(Continwwdpage 6)
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Churchwide Assembly Update

(Continued from page 5)

Resolution 4 : This resolution called upon members to respect the bound consciences of those with whom they dis-
agree; declared intent to allow structured flexibility in decision-making about candidacy and the call process; eliminated
the prohibition of rostered service by members in publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous same-gender relation-
ships; recognized and committed to respect the conviction of members who believe that the ELCA should not call or ros-
ter people in committed same-gender relationships; called for development of accountability guidelines; directed that
amendments to ministry policy documents be drafted and approved; and stated that this church continue to trust congre-
gations, bishops, synods and others responsible for determining who should be called into public ministry. (Adopted 667-
307 as amended)

| invite you into important, thoughtful, prayerful conversation about what all of this means for our life in mission together.
What is absolutely important for me is that we have this conversation together.

We meet one another finally -- not in our agreements or our disagreements -- but at the foot of the cross, where God is
faithful, where Christ is present with us, and where, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we are one in Christ.

In Christ,
The Rev. Mark S. Hanson
ELCA Presiding Bishop

From September 20 through October 4, St. John’s will laost
traveling display titled “lowa: A State of Immigrant3.he four
panels in the display combine photos and written infoonéab
convey the history and status of immigration in the. &r#l the
state of lowa. They also contain the Interfaitnt&tent on |
Comprehensive Immigration Reform, basic facts and

myths about immigration, and immigration stories.

Spirituality Center (located near Cedar Rapids) in otal@rform
faith communities in the state about immigration issuiewill be
set up in the Fellowship Hall.

From the Fellowship Committee

After a very enjoyable four years of Dinners for 8 gatigsiat
St. John’s, the Fellowship Committee has decided naidode
nate groups for this year. We encourage you to call up ybur f¢
low church members and past Dinners for 8 group members a
meet for fellowship as you are able.

There are a variety of opportunities to enjoy fellowshighwit
church members including, but not limited to: Second Saturday Children gather around for a blessing of
Fellowship, Getting-to-Know-You gatherings organized by the Pack-to-school backpacks on August 16.
Evangelism Committee, and generational fellowship groups for

25-45 year olds.
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WISH LIST

The following items are needed for the programming at
John’s. You can donate a needed item or make a contr
tion toward the purchase of an item.

Two oak bookcases (each with two shelves) for use in
Meeting Room and the Adult Forum room.

A white rectangular folding table for the Adult Forum
room. In order to match the tables we already have, it
should be purchased from Theissen’s or Sam’s Club.

A large white board (formerly known as chalk boards of

blackboards). It can be purchased at a discount from
Forbes in Newton.

Please contact Pastor Kathy if you are able to help with
any of these needs.

ELCA Hunger Appeal

The Southeastern lowa Synod is challenging every member
(young and old) to give an average of $6 per person thidyea|
fight hunger through ELCA World Hunger. From now throug
September 13, we will pass a second offering platedid like
a world globe) in whiclyou can place this special offering.
Information about ELCA World Hunger can be found in
the church entryway.

Coming Up in October

St.
itgROP WALK

The annual CROP Walk will be held Sunday, Octo-
theer 4, at Ahrens Park (north shelter building). The
event starts with registration and refreshments at 1
p.m. The walk starts at 1:30 p.m. You can walk or
sponsor a walker. Thanks to Mike Schaeffer for serv-
ing as our coordinator.

MAYFLOWER HOLIDAY GIFT BOUTUQUE

The Mayflower Community is sponsoring a holiday

gift boutique from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Oc-

tober 3, at the United Church of Christ, Broad Street

and Fourth Avenue. The proceeds will benefit the

Mayflower Health Center. The boutique will feature a
r wide variety of handmade holiday gift items, from the
h practical to the whimsical.




