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FROM PASTOR KATHY

Come all you people, come and praise the most high...come now and
worship the Lord!

“Weaving a World Tapestry — Global Songs and Prayers.” istise
theme for St John’s outdoor worship on our lawn, Sunday, Audus

As we regroup after a summer of vacations and renewdnships
with friends and loved ones through our travels, we emended that
our travel finds its true home in God.

All of St John’s musicians will bring their musical tais together to
praise our Lord in the beauty of God'’s creation. YOU wadint to be
there — but even better, bring a friend or neighborwhNegather to
feast in the fellowship of worship. We will remain tantiaue the
feast with a potluck following the service. Bring a lawaictand a
covered dish to share.

Come all you people, come now and worship the Lord!
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Baptisms 1st First Wednesday
Baptized at St. John’s on July 11 The First Wednesday program w|
were Brittany and Joshua Ritter, resume September 2. First
children of Amy and Justin Wednesdays are once-a-month §

|Bible Study overview

An overview of the 2002010 Lu-
iftheran Women Toddgible Study,

Ringler and Jessica Koepke. Theiternoon programs at the church forTo God’s Beloved: Paul's Letter

sponsors are Heather and Blane elementary-age kids. Volunteer
Benish and Jamie Fritz. helpers are always appreciated.

Baptized on July 18 was William you can help, contact Muriel.
Leo Longman, son of Lucas and
Dette Longman. His sponsors are

Kara and Scott Zenner. New groups forming

Ever have questions about spirity

Wedding alit_y, money, parenting, relation-
_ ships or life in general? Fellowsh

Best wishes to Brent Deppe and groups target young adults/midlif
F_arrah Lancaster, who were mar-qults will be forming in Septem-
ried at St. John’s on July 11. ber. Join the fun. Watch the Sep-
tember issue of the Love Letter f

Anniversary details.

Congratulations to Jim and Molly
Urfer, who celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary in July.

Needed

Want to head a committee that
practically runs itself, thanks to
dedicated volunteers? We are still
in need of a chair of the Service
Committee, which oversees such
things as Meals on Wheels, LWR
Quilters, Thanksgiving Meal,
Community Meal. Contact Pastor
Kathy if you can help.

MICA food pantry

For the month of August, needed
items at the MICA food pantry are
personal care items such as soap, Every magic act needs a rabbit. At
shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrusheg family fun event after worship on
and lotions. A collection basket is Uy 12 Alisha Ford assists magi-

. cian Sean Carlock with a trick.
located in the narthex.

to the Romans,” will be held Satur-

fday, August 15, at Grand View
University in Des Moines. Contact
Nancy Locker if you would like to
attend.

I

NOTES OF THANKS

THANK YOU to the two St. John’s

|, families who donated a new laptop and
~ software for Pastor Kathy's use. We
are still in need of a desktop computer
)r(new or used) for Muriel.

THANK You to Muriel and Nancy
Locker for organizing the women’s
retreat at the Sinsinawa Retreat Center
on July 24-25.

THANKS to everyone who helped with
Vacation Bible School and with the
Family Fun Event at Ahrens Park.

THE PLANTINGS AND POTS around the
church building are the work of a
group of gardeners in our congrega-
tion. Thank you for your faithful ser-
vice.

THANK You to Lydia Circle for the
prayer shawl and flower, and to every-
one for the cards and prayers while |
was in Texas and since | have been
home. Virginia Deppe

Church finances to date

Comparison of our offerings and
our budget through June

Needed to date$127,411
Received to date$110,303
Difference: ($17,108)
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School supplies

Help fill the backpacks of some students in ol
community. MICA is collecting school supplie
to give to youngsters in need in our communi
Suggested items are markers, crayons, penc
with erasers, glue sticks, Elmer’s glue, rulers,

lined paper, notebooks, folders and gently used

reading books. A collection container is in theg
coat room. Deadline for donations is August 7}
Our Cheryl Clark is coordinating the program
the community.

Health kits

During the month of August, St. John’s is col
lecting Health Kits for Lutheran World Relief.

Everyone in the congregation is invited to help.

As humanitarian needs increase worldwide, t
requests from Lutheran World Relief partner
organizations have also been on the rise. Heg
Kits are urgently needed to fill existing reques
as well as to accommodate the future reques
that are sure to arise. People who flee their

homes quickly often do not have time to pack

essential items. Health Kits can help refugees
maintain personal hygiene while living in exile.

Items may also contribute to a new start for

August 1
IT Jennifer Ditzler

Y- Anita Ford
IS | amoyne Gaard

L. qAugust 3
" “David Amo

7. August 4

inLarry Deppe
Gladys Weber
Bill Tish

August 6
Russ Crawford
Bev Hatcher

H, August 7
Carol Busse
€ aurie Kramer

i|,[|,16\ugust 9 _
tSHelen Routier

ts August 11
Hannah Behrens
Abagail Hatcher

»  August 14
Donna Beck

Kenneth Beck
Stacey Dufoe

5 Christopher Falck August 15

Dan Huebner
Scott Jensen

August 16
Doris Sundell

August 18

Russ Behrens
Verna Gerrish
Jim Pinkerton

August 19
Kyle Smith

August 20
Malynn Pavey
Chod Urfer

August 21

Sara Hagemeister

Wendy Gerrish

August 22
Jessica Olson

August 23
Kathy Johnson
Sandra Koch

Our baptized members with birthdays in August are:

August 24
Diane Winburn

August 25
Barrett Anderson

August 26
Jennifer Buren
Sue McDonough
Julie Wierson

August 27
Kathryn Ness

August 28

Bob Ashing
Carolyn Bosse
Sydney Hatcher

August 29
Thomas Helmke
Jan Sherlock
Kristin Van Wyk
Barbara Stone
Neoma Walter

August 31
Claire Behrens

those who can return home.

Each Health Kit needs the following items:
1 hand towel (dark color recommended)

1 wash cloth (dark color)

1 bath-size soap (any brand, in its original
wrapping)

1 adult-size toothbrush ( original package)
1 sturdy comb (remove packaging)

1 metal nail file or nail clippers with file at-
tached (remove packaging)

6 band-aids, preferably %2” or %" (secure to-
gether with rubber band)

Please do not add or omit any items. All shou
be new and in good condition. Wrap smaller
items in the washcloth. then wrap washcloth
and remaining items inside the hand towel an
tie securely with ribbon or yarn. Do not enclog
any items in plastic bags. Bring completed kit
to the church office. Thank you.

News from Council of Ministers

Highlights of the Council of Ministers meeting July 21.

A lease for a replacement copier will be signed wiid P
mier Office Equipment. The new machine has ad-
s\ ditional capabilities that will make preparing
the weekly worship folders and other publi-
cations easier and more efficient.

Austin Elling is working on a new church website that
will be simpler to maintain and more user-friendly fo
members and those seeking information about St. John’s.

Id The Council of Ministers will not meet in August.

Our church treasurer Gary Cook, who has served off and
d on for many years, wants to step down in January 2010. If
-e YOu are interested in taking the job (not a lifetimenout-
s ment!) and would like to know more about the work in-

volved, please contact Gary.
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STEWARDSHIP OF SERVICE

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1
Acolyte: Troy Smith

Welcome Team:Pavey Family
Reader. Carolyn Bosse

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2

Acolyte: Oliver Vande Stouwe
Greeters: Jean and Vic Frana

Reader. Dorothy Wade

Communion Assts A. Elling, V. Frana
Fellowship: R., L. Weigel, V. Gerrish

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8

Acolyte: Chance Winburn

Welcome Team Bob and Delores Kinseth
Reader. Donna Beck

Communion Assistant Donna Beck

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9

Acolyte: Eli Dunne

Greeters: Lynn and Terry Cline

Reader. Verna Gerrish

Fellowship: J., M. Ruchotzke, Lu Ahrens

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15
No worship
All-congregation outdoor service Sunday

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16

OUTDOOR WORSHIP

Acolyte: Jarren Ford

Greeter: Gladys Booth

Reader. Nicole Behrens

Communion Assistants Bob, Pam Ashing

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22
Acolyte: Caprisse Honsbruch
Welcome Team:Don and Nancy Beck
Reader. Nancy Beck

Communion Assistant Charlene Knight

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23
Acolyte: Jacob Lamb

Greeter: Fred England

Reader. Chelsey Kolpin

Communion Assistants T., L. Cline
Fellowship: M., C. Kolpin, Nancy Urfer

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29
Acolyte: Ashley Mikel

Welcome Team:K. Barger, V. Warnke
Reader. Nicole Behrens

Communion Assistant Albert Knight

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30

Acolyte: Joe Nowasell

Greeters: Kathy and Gaylen Johnson
Reader. Gaylen Johnson

Communion Assistants T. and L. Cline
Fellowship: D., B. Huebner, Mitzi Dufoe

Churchwide Assembly to meet in August

Our Bishop Michael Burk is urging congregations to approach the issues to b
considered at the Churchwide Assembly in the spirit of filglecommandment
and Luther’s explanation of that commandment. Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson
has called the whole ELCA to 50 days of prayer preceding thénge

Recommendations on topics of human sexuality, immigragéorm, Israel and
Palestine, Lutheran Disaster Response, fuller partioipat church leadership are
among those that will be discussed at the 2009 ELCA ChurchAgisiembly..

The biennial assembly will meet Aug. 17-23 in Minneapdleere will be 1,045
voting members.

The recommendations, known as memorials, are resguesh the church's 65
synods that ask for Churchwide Assembly action on sigmifipolicy issues.

Two documents on sexuality issues will be considetéue assembly. One is a

proposed social statement, "Human

Sexuality: Gift and Trust." Social

statements are theological and teach-

ing documents that form the basis for

policy in the ELCA. The other, a

"Report and Recommendation on
Ministry Policies," asks the assembly to consideraggss to change ministry poli-
cies to make it possible for Lutherans who are in "plybticcountable, lifelong,
monogamous, same-gendered relationships” to serve as &fgoaiates in minis-
try, deaconesses, diaconal ministers and ordained mini&ets documents were
mandated by previous churchwide assemblies.

Four categories of memorials are slated for sepdrscussion and action. The
four categories include:

Comprehensive immigration reform: Two synods asked the assembly to call
on ELCA members to advocate for reform of U.S. immatign policies. The com-
mittee recommended that the assembly "urge compreleareform of immigration
policies and processes" and call for suspension of inatidg raids until reforms
are in place. It also noted that a message on imnugretiexpected from the
Church Council later this year.

Strategy for engagement in Israel and PalestinéSeven synods sent memori-
als related to the ELCA strategy, "Peace Not W&tand for Justice in the Holy
Land." The committee recommended reaffirming the Es@Ammitment to the
strategy.

Fullness of leadership, Project ConnectEight synods asked the church to
confront racism and encourage more people of colorrtsider church service as a
vocation. All cited "Project Connect," a project ofstfELCA seminaries, as an
example of such a program. The committee's recommerdgdirse is that people
involved in Project Connect share their learnings withcthech. It also asked the
assembly to renew the ELCA's commitment to confraoism and review factors
that limit people of color from "the fullness of least&ip in this church."

Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR)Seven synods expressed "strong support
for and concern about Lutheran Disaster Response" itasimemorials. LDR is a
collaborative ministry of the ELCA and the Lutheran @maMissouri Synod. The
committee's recommended response noted LDR is involvadtrategic planning
process and that the process will address "the foattege and focus of LDR." It
also asks for a progress report at to the April 2010ingeef the Church Council.

Other memorials sent to the churchwide asseadiyessed topics such as par-
ish nurses, inner-city congregations, environmengaVatdship, and support for
seminaries and churchwide ministries.

USHERS ON SUNDAYS ALTAR GUILD

Dennis Van Hamme, Dale LambBrandon August 1-August 1 1—Margaret Amo

Mikel, Chris Weir, Mark Kolpin, Joe Reitz Month of August — Chelsey Kolpin
NURSERY ON SUNDAYS August 11-September 8 — M. Schuchmann

(2) L. Weigel,(9) N. Behreng16) S. Bosse OFFERING COUNTERS
(26) T. Van Hamm€30) R. Beach Nicole Behrens, Diane Ruchotzke
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WELCA GENERAL MEETING
Sunday, August 23, 2 p.m.

The many ways that flowers are
described and used in the Bible,
by Kim Benskin of Laurel

All women of St. John’s are invited.
Hostesses: Mary Martha Circle

Update on sanctuary project

Work at St. John’s is progressing on making our sanctuary
more hospitable and accommodating. You may have noticed
that the front row of pews was replaced in June sliibrter
pews (from the balcony) to make it easier for persotis wi
wheelchairs and walkers to come to the communion rail. In
early to mid-August, we expect delivery of padded chairts tha
will replace several rows of pews. Under the plareghrows

of pews on each side of the center aisle (about midroay

front to back) will be replaced with two rows of paddedirsha
(The extra space is needed to allow mobility within Hpegtce.)
Padded chairs will also replace the last row of pewisben

used in the balcony. Installation of the chairs walpbfully

take place in mid— to late August.

Some people have expressed an interest in helping to pay fo
this accessibility project. (An unrestricted monetafiytg the
church is paying for the bulk of the expense.) Finanaid h

for the project would greatly help the ongoing ministr{at
John’s. The cost of a chair is $65, including shipping. Uf yo
are interested in making a contribut@amove and beyongbur
regular offering, simply make a check payable to St. John’s
and designate “sanctuary project.”



