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WORSHIP 
Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m.  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
During the school year 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
8 a.m. to noon. At other times, 
leave a message at the office, 
236-4946 
 
 

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
Bob Falck, president 

Nancy Heineman, vice president 
Bev Cook, secretary 

Gary Cook, treasurer 
Dan Huebner, Properties 

Donna Beck, Stewardship 
Kelly Rose, Education 

Lisa Henderson, Worship,  
    Music, Arts 

Bobbie Kahler, Fellowship 
Mike Schaeffer, Service 

Sue McDonough, Evangelism 
Amy Anderson,  Youth 

Y ou’ve had this kind of day:  The dog peed in the living room, an ink pen 
ran through the dryer, and “Oh by the way, did I tell you need a pan of 

bars to take tonight?”  And it’s only 7 a.m.! 

Sometimes when we are really tired or over-pressed we long for just some 
“peace and quiet” — which usually means we want an absence of hassle and 
conflict. 

But God wants more for us: God wants for us shalom.  And it doesn’t come 
solely from withdrawing from the din.  The Hebrew word, which sometimes 
is used as “peace,” is much more than that. Shalom is being at peace with our-
selves, our health, wealth, fulfillment, and our brothers and sisters despite the 
nature of any of these things.  Shalom is wholeness. It’s peace within or de-
spite the storm.  It begins with reconciliation with God and continues outward 
to reconciliation with our brothers and sisters.   

You might say, “I want that!  How do I get that kind of shalom??”  

Marva Dawn in “Keeping the Sabbath Wholly,” says, “As we become inten-
tional both about being a gathered Christian community and about enjoying 
our special times of solitude with God, they will work together to create a 
greater sense of both individual and corporate wholeness…”   

Sabbath-keeping fits into a larger plan of six days of work, and a day not of 
simply “resting” but resting and embracing God — reconciling first with God 
through communal worship, and then letting that spread throughout our rela-
tionships through the week.  It works because it has worked since the dawn of 
time — since God created all that exists and on the seventh day reflected and 
gave thanks for this.  God’s work.  Shalom.  It’s revealed in scripture. 

This summer, our prayer for you is shalom.   

Creator of our life and its rhythms, we thank you for the shalom that we ex-
perience in Sabbath-keeping. Amen  

                                                                                  See you in worship,  
                                                                                  Pastor Kathy 

 

F R O M  PA S T O R  K AT H Y  
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THANK YOU to everyone for your 
concern about our daughter Kristen and 
for your expressions of sympathy at the 
time of the death of Bob’s brother-in-
law in California. 

Pastor Kathy and Bob 
 

WE would like to thank everyone at St. 
John’s for their prayers, calls, cards and 
concern for our daughter and her hus-
band, Renee and Ed Han, before and 
after the birth of their twin sons, 
Callum and Liam.  May God bless you 
all. 

Darla and Ken Pearce 
 

TO our church family, 
We want to thank all the church mem-
bers who have prepared delicious 
Wednesday suppers for us since Gaye’s 
diagnosis of MS. I want to especially 
thank Mary Schuchmann for organizing 
the meals. She is a sweetheart!  We are 
so blessed to have church friends like 
each and every one of you. God bless 
you all. 

The Van Hammes 
Dennis, Gaye and Tammie 

 

DONNA BECK deserves our thanks 
for her recent work with the sound sys-
tem and new hearing assists in the sanc-
tuary. 
 

A HURRAH to those who helped with 
the youth-led worship service on May 
3, specifically Muriel and Ryan and 
Sarah Dahlby Albright. Thanks, too. to 
all the children who participated. 

 

MY students and I are grateful to St. 
John’s for making your organ available 
for practice during our recent organ 
rededication and in the days following 
the fire. What a gift to know you are 
there. Thank you very sincerely. 

Linda Bryant 
Grinnell College organist 

 

In sympathy 
Sincere sympathy is extended to the fam-
ily and friends of Matilda Bauman, who 
died April 26. Her memorial service was 
held April 30 at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Malcom. 
 
Meeting on June 21 
Mark your calendar for the semiannual 
congregational meeting after worship on 
Sunday, June 21. At the meeting, commit-
tee reports will be reviewed and officers 
and committee chairmen elected. Also on 
the agenda will be a vote on the proposed 
new  sabbatical policy. 
     The written report that will be used at 
the meeting will be available for pickup 
starting the weekend of June 6-7. The 
report will contain a copy of the proposed  
policy regarding sabbaticals for profes-
sional staff. 
 
Many thanks! 
Thanks to our Sunday School teachers  
for their willingness to share themselves 
and the Good News with our youth. 
Teachers this year have been Amy Ander-
son, Nicole Behrens, Carolyn Bosse, Pat 
Gustafson, Keith Osland, Rose Osland, 
Kris Stepanek, Tammie Van Hamme and 
Kelly Rose (Education Committee chair). 
 
Summer reading 
Pastor Kathy is suggesting "Amish Grace: 

How Forgiveness Tran-
scended Tragedy.”  The 
book explores the forgive-

ness of the Amish commu-
nity in Nickel Mines, Pa., 

following a school shooting in 
2006.  From the book jacket: “In a world 
where  religion spawns so much violence 
and vengeance, the surprising act of 
Amish forgiveness begs for deeper con-
sideration." A discussion of the book is 
planned for July. 
 
Two anniversaries  
The Rev. Don and Dorothy Loots will 
celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary 

and the 60th anniversary of his ordination 
on June 6. If you’d like to send them a 
card, their address is Rev. Don and Doro-
thy Loots, 611-7th Ave., Waverly, IA 
50677. 
 

At Autumn Leaves 
Kristen Roys will tell about her experi-
ences in the Peace Corps in Madagascar 
at the next meeting of Autumn Leaves on 
Wednesday, June 17. The meeting begins 
at noon with a potluck. Everyone is wel-
come. 
 
Synod Assembly 
The annual Synod Assembly will be held 
June 12-13 at Wartburg College in Wav-
erly. Attending from St. John’s with Pas-
tor Kathy are Nancy Locker and Austin 
Elling. 
 
Supporting hunger efforts 
Our Bread for the World “Offering of 
Letters”  produced 28 letters to Congress 
expressing concern for efficient programs 
to help the poor. The letters were brought 
forward during worship May 16 and 17. 
 
For the food pantry 
For the month of June, needed items at 
the MUCA food pantry are laundry deter-
gent and dishwashing soap. A collection 
basket is in the narthex. 
 
Church finances to date 
Comparison of our offerings and our 
budget through April. 
Needed to date: $84,940 
Received to date: $75,599 
Difference: ($9,141) 
 

Note from Gary Cook, congregation 
treasurer: Our offerings in April were 
substantial, but our expenses exceeded 
our offerings by $694. I heard the com-
ment that we had good offerings in April, 
with some weeks over $5,000, but we all 
need to realize that we need $4,900 every 
week of the year to meet the 2009 budget. 
Our average weekly offering in April was 
$4,845. 
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Hear, hear! 
“Better than sliced bread!” That 
was the response from someone 
who has tried the new hearing 
assists available for use during 
worship on both Saturday and 
Sunday. 

The device consists of a small 
wireless headset that is connected 
to the microphones used during 
the service. They are stored in a 
metal case located inside the cre-
denza in the narthex. 

When you use one of the devices, 
please remember to turn it off 
with the switch provided. 

 

Youth serving 
Helping with the coffee hour on 
Sunday, June 21, will be Brandon 
Mikel, Alec Henderson, Nathaniel 
Beach, Renee Beach, Curtis 
Smith. Parent helpers that day are 
Brenda Mikel and Roger and Lisa 
Henderson.  
 

Congratulations 
Reid Henderson, son of Roger and 

Lisa Henderson, gradu-
ated  May 24 from 
Luther College with 

a major in music 
management. He will 

be interning at Blue Lake Fine Arts 
Summer Camp in Michigan this 
summer. 
 

Two of our members have new posi-
tions with the Grinnell-Newburg 
School District. Sara Hegg Dunne 
will serve as principal of Grinnell 
Middle School. Nancy Beck will be 
principal of the district’s three ele-
mentary schools. 
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June 1 
Amy Anderson 
Brandon Mikel  

June 3 
Morgan Boehmer 
Lisa Busse 

June 4 
Ernest Blankenfeld  

June 5 
Audrey England  

June 6 
Jim Booth 
Gordon Bosse 

June 8 
Paul Lai 

June 9 
Trent Tish 
Cindy Wemer 
Jessica Wilson 

June 10 
Thad Nelson 

 

June 11 
Gary Olson 
Richard Weigel  

June 12 
Lisa Henderson 
David Ness  

June 15 
Ruth Dalldorf 
Alex Huebner  

June 16 
Prescott Arendt 
Shawne Wittrock 

June  17 
Bradley Nowasell 
Shannon Potts 
Sophia Stone 

June 18  
David Beck 
Bobbie Kahler  

June 19 
Sara Hegg Dunne 
Alisha Ford 
Allison Hagemeister 
Kayne Pavey  

June 20 
Gaylen Johnson 
Richard Kelm 
Eric Pavey  

June 22 
Scott Lebeck 
Janell Luebben  

June 23 
Gabrielle Dahlby Albright 
Natalie Dunn 
Jody Potter 
Kent Rasmussen 

June 26 
David Ditzler 

June 28 
Renee Pearce Han 
Doug Smith 

June 29 
Dawn Jaeger  

June 30 
Deb Longman 
Madge Ruchotzke 
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Young people, including our youngest members, lead worship on May 3. 
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STEWARDSHIP OF SERVICE 

SATURDAY,  JUNE 6 
Acolyte: Troy Smith 
Welcome Team: Gary Cook, Christopher Weir 
Reader: Verna Gerrish 

SUNDAY,  JUNE 7 
Acolyte: Zach Osland 
Greeters: Margaret Amo, Lu Ahrens 
Reader: Molly Urfer 
Communion Assistants:  Brenda and Russ Crawford 
Fellowship:  Mark and Chelsey Kolpin, Addy Hanson                                           
Nursery:  Renee Beach 

SATURDAY,  JUNE 13 
Acolyte: Troy Smith 
Welcome Team:  Nicole and Russ Behrens 
Reader:  Nancy Heineman 
Communion Assistant: Shirle Huth 

SUNDAY,  JUNE 14 
Acolyte: Oliver Vande Stouwe 
Greeter:  Dale and Doris Selix 
Reader:  Larry Wade 
Fellowship: Lance and Deb Longman 
Nursery:  Gaye, Tammie Van Hamme 
 

SATURDAY,  JUNE 20 
Acolyte: Jacob Lamb 
Welcome Team:  Bob and Sandy Falck 
Reader:  Lisa Henderson 

SUNDAY,   JUNE 21 
Acolyte: Rachel Pinkerton 
Greeter:  Kelly Rose 
Reader: Margaret Amo 
Communion Assistants: Addy Hanson, Jo Olson  
Fellowship:  Senior Youth 
Nursery:  Nicole Behrens 

SATURDAY,  JUNE 27 
Acolyte: Eli Dunne 
Welcome Team: Nancy and Ted Urfer 
Reader:  Bobbie Kahler 
Communion Assistant: Bob Kinseth 

SUNDAY,  JUNE 28 
Acolyte: Chance Winburn 
Greeters:  Alice Beck, Sue McDonough 
Reader: Sue McDonough 
Fellowship:  Roger, Lisa Henderson, Kelly Rose 
Nursery:  Laura Weigel 

 

USHERS ON SUNDAY 
Lamoyne Gaard, Tom Ford (head  
ushers) Bob Larson, Addy Hanson,  
Scott Bosse 

OFFERING COUNTERS 
John and Dorothy Martinek, Sarah Dahlby Albright 

ALTAR GUILD  
May 12-June 16  — Bobbie Kahler 
Month of June — Diane Ruchotzke 
June 16-July 14 — Deb Longman 
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Singing the world to St. John’s 
Don’t be surprised to see and hear more global music in-
corporated into worship at St. John’s in the coming 
months. Cheryl Irland and Lisa Henderson attended a day-
long workshop at Wartburg College in May entitled 
“Global Song in the Heartland.” They found it amazingly 
provocative and moving to proclaim the need for justice, 
peace, health and safety in the language and style of remote 
countries and people for whom we often pray. 

Our Evangelical Lutheran Worship contains a plethora of 
songs for the World Church. The next 
time you are sitting quietly in church 
waiting for the service to begin, open 
your ELW to page 529, look at Jesu tawa 
pano (Zimbabwe) and imagine singing it 

as a Gathering Song. Look at ELW p. 473 Santo, Santo, 
Santo (Argentina) and think of it as a Post Communion Re-
sponse. Miraculously, the People of the World seem much 
less remote, much less anonymous, and the empathy we 
feel has the power to change us forever.  

 The workshop, sponsored by the Southeastern Iowa 
Synod, featured a keynote address and hymn festival led by 
C. Michael Hawn, professor of church music and director 
of the Master of Sacred Music program at Southern Meth-
odist University, Perkins School of Theology in Texas. 

A Lilly Foundation grant in 1998-1999 made it possible for 
Professor Hawn to travel the world doing research and 
compiling many of the musical resources selected for his 
compilation, Halle, Halle: We Sing the World Round 
(Songs from the World Church for Children, Youth, and 
Congregation).  He has also written several books on the 
subject of world worship music, most recently, Gather Into 
One: Praying and Singing Globally.  

Cheryl and Lisa also participated in a hand drumming 
workshop led by Ruth Blom and a workshop entitled 
“Global Resources” with Mark Baumann.  

 

Policy on sabbaticals to be presented 
A policy on sabbaticals for ministerial leadership at St. 
John’s, both full time and part time, will be presented to 
the congregation for a vote at the semiannual meeting on 
June 21. The policy, which was developed by a committee 
of four council members, follows the synod’s recom-
mended guidelines. Copies of the policy are  posted on the 
bulletin boards along with the council minutes. 
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Community Vacation Bible School 2009 

  We’ll be rolling out our sleeping bags, packing up our gear and 
heading out onto the trails for five treks.  On these treks, we’ll be 

learning new games, songs, experiments, and scripture.   
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July 12-16, from 6 to 8:15 pm  

at Grinnell United Methodist Church, Fifth and Park ! 

There is no cost. Freewill offerings will be accepted. 

Signup sheets are available in the church office at St. John’s   
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Grinnell United Methodist Church, St. John’s Lutheran Church, St. Mary’s Catholic Church, United Church of 

Christ Congregational, First Baptist Church, and First Presbyterian Church  


