FROM PASTOR KATHY

Come to the Table of Mercy

Come to the table of mercy
Prepared with the wine and the bread
All who are hungry and thirsty
Come and your souls will be fed

As the season’s change from winter to spring and nevetiierges,
St. John’s celebrates anew our life in Christ. Ountée devotional
Holy Habitsexamine practices that center us in God’s grace.

Our worship as Lutheran Christians is grounded in convicabosit
the centrality of the means of grace. Tieans of grace are the
ways our triune God creates faithn the hearts of Christianor-
givesoursins, giveaus eternasalvationand causes us ggrow
spiritually. For Lutheran Christians, the means of grace incluele th
Gospel (both written and proclaimed), as well as tlwa®aents of
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper.

Our most recent hymnal provides 10 musical settings for Boip-
munion — recognition of our commitment to gatheniagularly
around God’'s'word ankoly supperWe do just that during our high
celebration times of the church year. Easter isarehgle day, but a
six-week festival and celebration of life —the giftlié in Jesus
Christ. As Easter people we gather in community tafemgthened
in God’s word, celebrate our baptismal promises, ambbeished
with the bread and wine of communion with our Lord arith wach
other.

The meal is served at the center of God’s table,ahiesits central to
our sanctuary worship space. These things bring us intoamdtye-
lationship with God, as God intends.

*Text and music ©Integrity Hosanna! Music, Claire Cloningext, ELW 481
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Lent, Holy Week at St. John'’s

Our Lenten journey concludes with one more midweek lresgevice,
then Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter. This year,ilverge
again have two services on Easter Suwa?( ‘Ehé sg‘he,dule is:

Midweek Lenten worship, April 1 \j\ W\ f/ A >
The final Readers’ Theater conver. E}D y tekem place
among witnesses to the last days-ef.Je: gﬁf

vice follows a soup supper at 6“9“‘;’??'— ]

Palm Sunday —

Worship with Hg&f@aﬁ ime

Maundy Thursday f%}w ,
Worship with Holy: munion at, ﬁp’,’m f i N
Good Friday - ,»/ V \% ‘

:
Worship at 7 p.m. A community Good Friday service \Z\nlbathe held
at 12:10 p.m. at Herrick Chapel on the college campus.

Easter Sunday

A sunrise service with music by the Celebration Singalioe held at
7 a.m. An Easter breakfast served by the youth ofdhgregation will
be held from 8 to 9 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. A ffestservice with
music by the choir and instrumentalists, will begi®:80 a.m.

Births Pastoral Care

Congratulations to Austinand  Please contact Pastor Kathy or
Karla Mae Elling on the birth of a Muriel if you need or want pas-
son, Emmett, on February 24, angbral care. If you would like to in-
to Renee (Pearce) and Ed Han oglude a name on the list of prayer
the birth of twin boys, Callum andconcerns, please contact the
Liam, on February 25. church office. (Be sure to have the
specific permission of anyone

Baptized mentioned.)

Welcome to the newest baptized
member of the St. John’s family Directory coming

— Katelyn Nath, daughter of oy new church directories will be
Chad and Terri Nath. She was  istriputed after worship services

born September 16 and baptized ;| Saturday and Sunday, April 18
on February 28. Her sponsors argnd 19.

Tony Nath and Melissa Leonard.

Caring Team

Karen Ashby and Norm Erickson
are new members of the Caring
Team, the group that visits
homebound members. At the
March 28 worship service, they
will be commissioned to take
Holy Communion to those desir-
ing it.

If you know of someone in our
congregation would like or bene-
fit from visits by a member of
the Caring Team, please contact
Sue McDonough.

Signing off
The April 12 program will be the

. final live broadcast of Grace
“ Matters, the ELCA radio minis-

try hosted by Peter Marty. The
program has been heard weekly
on Sunday mornings on local
radio station KGRN. Past pro-
grams will continue to be avail-
able on the Grace Matters web-
site, www.gracematters.com

Looking ahead

The spring general meeting of St.
John’s Women of the ELCA
(WELCA) will be held at 2 p.m.
Sunday, May 3, in the Fellow-
ship Hall. For the program, a
group from First Lutheran
Church in Newton will describe
their mission trip to Tanzania

last summer when they helped to
build a birthing center.

Church finances to date

Comparison of our offerings and
our budget through February.

Needed to date$42,470
Received to date$31,333
Difference: ($11,137)
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YOUTH of the congregation will
serve breakfast on Easter Sunday
from 8 to 9 a.m. A freewill dona-
tion will benefit youth projects.

SIXTEEN young people attended
the overnight lock in on March

7. The kids enjoyed a game of
shoe hockey, playing Rock Band,
eating pizza and watching a
movie. Thanks to Anita Ford and
Keith and Rose Osland for serv-
ing as chaperones. Also thanks t
Karin and Solveig (Grinnell Col-
lege students) for helping chaper;
one and teaching the kids the shq
hockey game. It was Ashley
Mikel's birthday as well and she
brought birthday cake to share.

ST. JOHN’S will join with other
churches and groups on April 29
to participate in Kids Against
Hunger, the local food packaging
project.

0o

Dates to Remember

May 3

Sunday worship led by Sunday
School and youth

May 10

Bibles presented to third-graders
and confirmation students

May 17
Senior Breakfast

May 24
Last day of Sunday School

May 31
Confirmation

Helping everyone participate
In the life of the congregation

In a continued effort to meet the needs of St. John'sbmenguests
and visitors, the Worship Committee voted this montbrtter a hear-
ing-assist system that includes a transmitter and faanirfgeassists to
connect directly to our sound system. The systemtraitismit all
sound that enters the sound system to the person wéagingit.

Memorial funds are being used to purchase the unitsvédgland
setup is expected sometime in April. Once the units artines, will be
stored in the credenza in the narthex once theyeamore informa-
tion on how to use the units will be available at thmet Additional
hearing assists can be ordered and added to the systesdas n

In another effort to make St. John’s accommodating andowehg,
the task force that is working on accessibility in thecsuary is hold-
ing forums on March 28 and 29.

Volunteer Opportunities

€ Upkeep of kids’ activity packets

Someone (or a family) is needed to maintain the kaidivity packets
that we provide to children during worship. The job involvesookc
cleaning and restocking to make sure the packets provide amesic
activity for children. Can you help? Call the churchosff

First Wednesday program

Do you have a few hours once a month to spend with siafightful
young people? Why not join us the First Wednesdayr(aftan) of
every month for games, activities and fun. Call MutaeVolunteer.

Office assistance

Help in the church office would be greatly appreciatedsiBtesjobs
include word processing, data entry, filing, folding, etcnt@ot Pastor
Kathy or Jo if you are able to help.

Youth exchange and study program

The lowa Resource for International Service (IREShon-profit or-
ganization whose leaders have been working in Africaniore than 20
years, is looking for caring, capable volunteer hosilfasin the Mid-
west who are willing to open their hearts and homesgio $ehool stu-
dents from Africa. Since 2003, more than 175 African studsane
spent an academic year in lowa through this program. Ssides

ages 15 to 17, speak English and have insurance. They come here a

high school juniors and are expected to return hometatteryear in
the U.S. to complete their final year of high schdal.volunteer or for
more information, call IRIS at 1-866-333-6944 or emailt@w.iris-

center.org
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To St. John’s Congregation,

Thank you for the meals, cards, gifts,

prayers and visits in the hospital and at

home to celebrate the arrival of our son

Emmett. We are so blessed to be part o

such a caring church community.
Austin, Karla Mae and Emmett Elling

A BIG THANK YOU from the congrega;
tion to Don and Doris Sundell for donat-
ing a projector and cart for use in educa
tion programs..

THANKS to Karri Furness and her famil
for theBIG job of delivering our Lenten
collection of food items to the MICA foog
pantry. And to Randy Smith and
McNally’s for providing the shopping car|
that was used to collect the items at mid
week worship.

WE appreciate everyone who helped wi
the seventh— and eighth-grade overnigh
lock-in on March 7 — Amy Anderson,

Rose and Keith Osland, Muriel Johanne
sen and Grinnell College students Karer
and Solveig.

BIRTHDAYS

THIS MONTH

f , April 11 April 23
)I?\/grlilai Mikel Eli Dunne Shirley Broders
) Dennis Wilson William Dahlby Albright
April 4 . Kyle Jaeger
Lori Brown April 12 Brenda Mikel
Brent Jaeger Ja_ke Crawford :
Keith Winburn Kris Stepanek April 24
Wyatt Winburn April 13 Bob Roys
: Jim Urfer April 25
April 5
Nathan Ford April 16 Rose Osland
Reid Henderson Jeff Morrison April 26_
Y Andrew Frana Mona Snyder Sue Rojohn
April 6 April 17 Larry Wade
| Stan Reitz AmyLynn Bodensteiner April 27
_ Nathaniel Nelson Kristen Hatcher
t April7 : Trevor Jensen
Benjamin Dillon April 18 .
" Jolisa Ditzler Ben Irland g!?lnllazsk
X . ill Bur
Susan Erickson ;_IA_\pcr;IéIQ Braden Furness
April 8 ed Llausen Paul Kolpin
h Lois Quindt Brian He_meman _
! Stephanie Nelson April 29
April 9 . Loren Kolpin
Jennifer Dillon April 20 Kara White
5- Mitchell Frischmeyer Jacob Lamb _
. April 21 April 30
April 10 pri Nancy Locker
Alec Henderson Diane Beeler
Nick Dufoe

THE Readers’ Theater group has been
important part of our midweek Lenten sg
vices this year. Thanks to everyone who
has participated.

THANK YOU to everyone who attended
the annual Congregations Together in
Mission event on March 14 in Cedar Raj
ids. Nine people represented St. John's
Pastor Kathy and Bob Roys, Muriel Jo-
hannessen, Bobbie Kahler, Nancy
Locker, Sue McDonough, Jo Olson and
Mary Schuchmann. The workshops pro-
vided a variety of ideas for enriching the
life and ministry of our congregation.

AN

"Highlights of Church Council meeting

The following is a summary of the Council of Ministers meeting
held March 10. The complete minutes of the meeting are posted
on the bulletin board in the education wing.

The terms of six members of the Council of Minister ex-

D- pire in June. The open positions are: vice presidentetsey,

— s chair of Evangelism and Shepherding, Youth, Service
and Properties. Council members serve two-year

s terms and are eligible to serve two terms. If youiratey-

ested in serving on the council, contact Bob Falck otoPas

Kathy.

A new church treasurer will be needed in January 2010. Gary
Cook announced he will step down at that time after riare

20 years of service over a 30-year period. “I've enjoyedfatl
but it’s time to have someone new,” he says.

Some of the lighting in the sanctuary has been upgraded.
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STEWARDSHIP OF SERVICE

SATURDAY, APRIL 4

Acolyte: Jacob Lamb

Welcome Team:Nancy and Don Beck
Reader: Carolyn Bosse

SUNDAY, APRIL5
Acolyte: Eli Dunne
Greeters: Jim and Sara Hegg Dunne

Reader. Brenda Mikel Wed
Communion Assistants: Keith and Rose Osland
Fellowship: Jim and Natalie Dunn, Verna Gerrish
Nursery: Nicole Behrens

Thurs
MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 9
Acolyte: Rachel Pinkerton
Communion Assistant Donna Beck Sat
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 12
SUNRISE SERVICE, 7 a.m. Sun
Acolyte: Chance Winburn
Greeters: Don and Nancy Beck
Reader. Gladys Booth Wed
Communion Assistants:
FESTIVAL SERVICE, 9:30 a.m.
Acolyte: Jarren Ford Thurs
Greeters: Kelly Rose
Reader. Dorothy Martinek
Communion Assistants:Bob and Pam Ashing Fri
Nursery: Dorothy Wade Sat
SATURDAY, APRIL 18 Sun
Acolyte: Caprisse Honsbruch
Welcome Team:Kathy Barger and Vera Warnke
Reader. Sandy Falck
Communion Assistant: Donna Beck

Tue
SUNDAY, APRIL 19 Wed
Acolyte: Ashley Mikel
Greeters: Larry and Dorothy Wade
Reader. Doris Selix Thurs
Communion AssistantsAustin Elling, Fred England
Fellowship: D., B. Huebner, G., K. Johnson Sat
Nursery: Renee Beach Sun
SATURDAY, APRIL 25
Acolyte: Zach Osland
Welcome Team Natalie and Jim Dunn Wed
Reader. Norm Erickson
Communion Assistant Norm Erickson Sat
SUNDAY, APRIL 26 Sun
Acolyte: Eli Dunne
Greeters: Brian and Nancy Heineman
Reader. Ashley Mikel Tue
Communion Assistants Terry and Lynn Cline Wed

Fellowship: Keith and Rose Osland, Irene Morrison
Nursery: Scott Bosse

Altar Guild

March 10-April 14 — Bev Huebner
Month of April — Mitzi Dufoe

April 14-May 12 — Vicki Dillon

1

10
11
12

14
15

18
19

22
25
26

28
29

APRIL CALENDAR

Weekly meetings and activities

Staff meeting — Tuesdays at 10 am

Bible Study with Muriel — Mondays at 11 am, Meeting Room
No Bible Study April 20 or April 27

Men’s Breakfast — Tuesdays at 7 am, Westside FamiliaResnt

LWR Quilters — Tuesdays at 1:30 pm, Room 9

Noon-5 pm First Wednesday after-school program
12:45 pm Confirmation

6 pm Soup supper, Fellowship Hall

7 pm Midweek Lenten worship

10 am Common Thread, Church Library

6:30, 8 am Lenten Study Group, Saints Rest

5 pm First Communion instruction

8:30am  WELCA Cluster meeting, St. John’s
5:30pm  Worship

8:30am  Choir rehearsal, Music Room

9:30 am  Palm Sunday Worship with Holy Communion
10:30 am Coffee Fellowship, Fellowship Hall

10:45 am Sunday School, Preschool to Adult Forum
10:30 am WELCA board meeting, Meeting Room
1:30am  Mary Martha Circle, Jo Olson, hostess

5 pm First Communion instruction

6:30, 8 am Lenten Study Group, Saints Rest

6:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal, Music Room

7 pm Maundy Thursday worship with Holy Communion
7 pm Good Friday worship, Tenebrae service

No Saturday worship

7 am Easter sunrise worship with Holy Communion
8 am Easter breakfast, Fellowship Hall

9 am Choir rehearsal, Music Room

9:30 am  Festival Easter worship with Holy Communion

No Sunday School on Easter

6:30 pm  Church Council, Meeting Room

Noon Autumn Leaves, Fellowship Hall

7 pm Confirmation, Meeting Room

7 pm Celebration Singers, Sanctuary

9:30 am  Lydia Circle, Sue McDonough, hostess
10 am Common Thread, Library

5:30 pm  Worship with Holy Communion

8:30 am  Chaoir rehearsal, Music Room

9:30am  Worship with Holy Communion

10:30 am Coffee Fellowship, Fellowship Hall

10:45 am Sunday School, Preschool to Adult Forum
7 pm Confirmation

7 pm Celebration Singers, Sanctuary

5:30 pm  Worship with Holy Communion

9:30am  Worship with Holy Communion

10:30 am Coffee Fellowship, Fellowship Hall

10:45 am Sunday School, Preschool to Adult Forum
7 pm Sarah Circle

7 pm Confirmation

7 pm Celebration Singers, Sanctuary

Ushers on Sunday
Keith Osland, Fred Dillon, Don Sundell, Harlan Honsbruch,
Gene Broders, Lance Longman

Offering Counters
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bﬁﬁ .-fi:?w DISASTER Community worship during Lent
’ag fpm

‘¥

Two more worship services remain in the midweek
community Lenten series sponsored by the Grinnell
, Ministerial Association. This year’s theme is
Thank you, St. John’s “Living with Loss.” The April 1 service is a brief

We received the following letter from Lutheran Ser- Service followed by a light luncheon. On Good Fri-
vices in lowa in acknowledgement of our support jof day, the service is longer and is not followed by a
disaster relief efforts in lowa following last spring | Meal.

year's tornado and flooding in the state. St. John's  Aprj| 1

cc_)ntrlbuted a total Qf $8,655 in 2008. Pastor Stadle 4t First Baptist Church

will speak at worship services at St. John’s on Sajur- “Preaching: Father Nick Adams

day and Sunday, May 16 and 17. Theme Loss of Community, text is Luke 4:1-15
Lutheran Services in lowa, the lowa affiliate of Lu} P
theran Disaster Response, thanks you for your suppgpril 10 (Good Friday 4 '
of disaster response efforts this past year. (lbeag) at Herrick Chapel, Grinnell C%@e ampus |}
amazing generosity. Your support is bringing hopg topreaching: Rev. Katie Snipes c I

those impacted by tornadoes and flooding. On behalfrheme Loss of Life, Mark: 18:12% v t?, i
of the people we serve, thank you for helping ther !
find a “new normal” in their lives.

AMkl\c

W
T

>

: ."5-1
Pastor Michael Stadie E

Disaster Response Manager s

o




