
M E S S A G E  F R O M  M U R I E L  
As I listened to the children sing their music during a recent Sunday 
School, I was struck not only by the joy they found in the lyrics, but 

also the message of their song. They were singing that they 
didn’t want to be “Sadducees, because they were “sad, 

you see,” but they wanted to be sheep! Most of the 
time when we think of sheep, we think of some-
what dim creatures that aren’t highly regarded ex-
cept for their wool. Yet when we take a look at 
sheep in the time of Jesus, we can see them in a 
new way. Sheep, as we know, can be so busy nib-
bling grass that they wander off and get into trou-
ble. The shepherd’s crook fit perfectly around 
their necks to rescue them from a precipice with-

out hurting them. Wandering off, getting in 
trouble? Sounds like us, needing to be 
rescued from our wanderings, doesn’t 
it? At night the sheep would be ush-

ered into a fold, often made of three rock 
walls, to sleep in safety, guarded by their shep-
herd who lay across the entry. (“Now I lay me 
down to sleep…?”) Before the sheep entered 

the fold, the shepherd, who knew their bodies so well, inspected them 
for burrs in their coats or any wounds they might have suffered during 
the day, tending to them at once. How many times have we needed 
healing from wounds or barbs that someone has thrown at us?  And, 
unlike the pictures we may have seen, the sheep followed behind their 
shepherd’s leading, knowing his voice so well that they would follow 
only that voice, even when flocks were mixed together. Jesus, our 
Good Shepherd, knows us that well, seeks to mend our wounds, and 
wants us to know and follow only his voice, that we may be led on the 
safe and right path. How do we know his voice? We hear it in worship, 
as we read the Scriptures, and as we share words of faith with other be-
lievers. May be always be people who want to be his sheep, dearly 
loved members of his flock who follow his wonderful voice each day. 

                                                                                 Muriel Johannessen 
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   Comparison of church 
   finances through August          

               2008            2007 
 

Offerings   $119,512   $109,940  
Budget      $170,090   $140,846 
Expenses  $141,716   $114,384 

Prayer-full Evangelism 
The worries of our lives enter our 
worship and we bring them to God. 
Jesus invites us to lay them at the 
foot of the cross through prayer. 

Prayer has power. The Evangelism 
and Worship Committees invite you 
to lay these prayers at Jesus’ feet. If 
someone you know crosses your 
mind during worship, please use the 
new prayer postcards to let them 
know that you lifted their concern 
to God quietly through prayer. Our 
new friendship pad covers hold 
postcards which read: 

I prayed for you during my silent 
prayer at St John’s Lutheran this week-
end.  I hope that you draw strength 
from knowing that your concern is 
known by God and that I care about 
you. God’s peace be with you, (Signed) 

Please make use of these cards each 
week by taking one home and send-
ing it on to a friend or loved one for 
whom you are praying.  

                                   Pastor Kathy 
 

Looking ahead 
As part of the annual Jingle Bell 
Holiday event in Grinnell on De-
cember 5, St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church is organizing a display of 
manger sets in the church basement. 
Each participating congregation 
will have an assigned area.  Addi-
tional plans include a live nativity 
outside, refreshments, and sacred 
music of the season. Volunteers 
will be needed in several areas. 
Watch for details.  
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Baptism 
Baptized on August 31 was Rose 
Marie Frana, daughter of Andrew 
and Karmen Frana and grand-
daughter of Vic and Jean Frana. 
Her sponsors are Jean Frana and 
Karen Beyer. 
 

Join Katie for brunch! 
Would you like to know more 
about the life of Katherine Von 

Bora Luther — Mar-
tin’s wife? Members 
of Sarah Circle in-
vite all women of 
the congregation to 
a German-style 
brunch at 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday, October 
18, in the Fellow-

ship Hall. After “Katie’s” presen-
tation, there will be a short busi-
ness meeting and viewing of a 
short video about the 20 years of 
the Women of the ELCA 
(WELCA). We hope to see you 
there. 
               Members of Sarah Circle 
 

Blessing of quilts 
The quilts made for Lutheran 
World Relief over the past year by 
the LWR Quilters will be blessed 
at worship services on October 4-
5. (The grand total of quilts made 
this year is 170!) The quilts as well 
as Health Kits contributed by the 
congregation will be taken to An-
keny on October 18 for shipment 
to people in need around the 
world. 

 

Walk to fight hunger 
The 2008 Grinnell Area CROP 
Walk will take place Sunday, Oc-
tober 5, at Ahrens Park. The event 
raises money to fight hunger lo-
cally and internationally. You can 
register at a table in the narthex 
following worship services to ei-
ther walk or contribute. Refresh-
ments are served at 1 p.m.; the 
walk starts at 1:30 p.m. In case of 
rain, we will walk in the building 
on the north side of the park. 
 

Fall gathering 
Women of the ELCA, Cluster 2, 
will meet at Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Newton  on Saturday, 
October 4, starting at 8:30 a.m. 
Contact Nancy Locker for more 
information. 
 

Benefit concert set 
Floods of Praise and Giving, a 
benefit concert for disaster relief, 
will be held at 2 p.m. Sunday, Oc-
tober 26, at Herrick Chapel. The 
concert will include solo perform-
ances by soprano Randye Jones, a 
hymn variation of  "Our God, Our 
Help in Ages Past" composed es-
pecially for organist William 
Tinker, and a community hymn 
sing of familiar songs such as 
“Kum Ba Yah” and “A Mighty 
Fortress Is Our God.” All of the 
freewill donations will be for-
warded to Embrace Iowa and Lu-
theran congregations affected by 
recent disasters in Iowa. 

Katherine 
Von Bora Luther 
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First Wednesday 
Starting this school year, the Grin-
nell-Newburg schools are dismiss-
ing at noon on the first Wednesday 
of every month. In response, St. 
John’s has started a First Wednes-
day program where children are 
invited to come to the church from 
noon to 5 p.m. for games, crafts, 
snacks and/or help with homework. 
The first First Wednesday will be 
October 1. 

Adults are needed to help with the 
activities. Please contact Muriel if 
you are able to assist in any way. 
 

Serving in October 
Youth members of St. John’s pro-
vide refreshments and serve at the 
coffee hour on the third Sunday of 
every month. Donations are used to 
pay for youth projects during the 
year. Serving on October 19 are 
Laura Weigel, Katelin Dunne, Na-
thaniel and Renee Beach and Zach 
Boehmer. Parent helpers that day 
are Jim and Sara Dunne and Scott 
and Julie Beach. 
 

Upcoming activities 
Sunday, October 19 
Hayride at Mikels farm. Meet in the 
church parking lot at 2:30 p.m. if 
you need a ride. (Open to youth of 
all ages — pre-K on up.) Bring 
friends and family and enjoy a 
beautiful fall tradition.   

Sunday, November 16 
Kids Against Hunger – packaging 
food to be sent to people in need 
around the world. St. John’s will be 
organizing a team of young people. 

 

  

Make it picture perfect 
St. John’s hopes all members will take advantage of the opportunity to 

have your photo taken for the new church directory. Like a 
family portrait, we want the book to be fully representative 
of our congregation. There is no cost to the church or to 

you. You can schedule a photo appointment in three ways. 

1. Sign up for an appointment before or after worship on Saturday 
and Sunday, October 4 and 5. (Signup sessions were also held 
September 20-21 and September 27-28.) 

2. Go to the church website, www.stjohngrinnell.org, click on Links, 
then go to Photo Scheduling. 

3. Call the church office during office hours and speak with Jo Olson. 

Details of the directory were mailed to all church households. Note in 
the brochures that you can choose to be photographed in an informal 
shot rather than the traditional portrait style.  

For those unable to come to the photo sessions, there will be an oppor-
tunity to submit a photo to be included in the directory. (There will be 
a $10 charge for submitted photos.) 
 

Church Council Summary 
At the September council meeting, council members voted to send 
$500 to Hope International, a Christian, faith-based organization that 
focuses on poverty issues in some of the world’s poorest countries.  
Mikhal Hagstrom, daughter of the Rev. David Hagstrom, who served 
as interim pastor at St. John’s in the mid-1990s, is part of Hope Inter-
national in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

St. John’s had a presence at the installation last month of Bishop Michael 
Burk, who grew up in our congregation. Shown with Bishop Burk are (left to 
right) Nancy Locker, Muriel Johannessen, Gary Cook, Bev Cook, Bob Falck, 
Sandy Falck and Bobbie Kahler. (Pastor Roys participated in the service.) 



Notes of thanks 
To Pastor Roys and members, 

Lutheran Services in Iowa thanks you for your response to 
the needs of the victims in the Iowa communities affected 

by natural disasters. Your gifts to LSI will help 
provide the necessary funds to assist those 
community members with the long-term needs 
created by these tragedies. Thank you for act-
ing on our mission of “responding to the love 

of Jesus Christ through acts of service to all.” 
                                                  Lutheran Services in Iowa 
 

To the people of God at St. John’s, 

We are deeply moved by your kindness and generosity in 
remembering our community in the aftermath of this sum-
mer’s massive flood. Once again we realize how blessed 
we are to be within the Church of our Lord Jesus. Your 
offerings on behalf of your sisters and brothers in need are 
so very much appreciated. You, the folks at St. John’s, 
exemplify our vision statement here at Gloria Dei, Others 
First. We are fortunate to have far-away neighbors like 
you! 

                     Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids 
 

Dear St. John’s Lutheran Church,  

Thank you for your continued support through generous 
donations of food items. You donations help many chil-
dren and families as they make their way through hard 
times. Without your generosity, we would not be able to 
remain open to serve those in the greatest need. 
                                                       MICA staff and families 
 

Thank you to the Worship Committee and Evangelism 
Team for working together to provide the wonderful new 
friendship pads and prayer outreach cards for the pews. 

 
Thank you to all the faithful adults who are volunteering 
their time in all our faith formation programs at St 
John’s:  Sunday School and Music, Confirmation, First 
Wednesday, Faith Friend mentors, and the Fellowship 
Team who tops it all off with a treat.  
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October 1 
Cara Lamb 

October 2 
Everett Gerrish 
Rebecca Jasch 
 

October 3 
Fred Dillon 
Tom Pearce  

October 5 
Joanne Blankenfield 
Nicholene Masuku  

October 7 
Perre Pedersen 

October 9 
Jarrett Rose 

October 10 
Bev Huebner 
Mike Schaeffer 

October 11 
Sandy Falck 
Rachel Pinkerton 
Molly Urfer  

 

October 12 
Tyler Brown 
 

October  13 

Irene Rohrssen 

October 18  
Mary Lamb 
Nancy Urfer 
 

October 21 
Karen Ritter  

October 22 
Danielle Nowasell 

October 23 
Seth Gustafson 

October 26 
Jocelyn Hartzell Brown  
Gary Cook 

October 27 
Pastor Kathy  

October 29 
Nathan VanderLeest 
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Members who have birthdays in October:  

 

Helping our neighbors 
St. John’s contributed a total of $8,655 in re-

cent months to disaster 
relief efforts in Iowa fol-
lowing the spring and 
summer floods and tor-
nado in the state.  

The money includes 
budgeted church funds, 
private contributions 
made through the church, 
proceeds from the ice 
cream social plus a 
matching gift from 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  

(See the letters of appreciation in the column 
at left.) 



 

STEWARDSHIP OF SERVICE 
 
 
 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 4 
Acolyte: Jacob Lamb 
Greeter: Kathy Kriegel 
Reader:  Ted Urfer 
 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 5 
Acolyte: Eli Dunne 
Greeters:  Tom and Anita Ford 
Reader: Verna Gerrish 
Communion Assistants: Bob and Pam Ashing 
Coffee Servers:  Luann and Rick Weigel 
Nursery: Renee Beach 
 
 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 11 
Acolyte: Rachel Pinkerton 
Greeters: Bev Hatcher 
Reader:  Verna Gerrish 
Communion Assistant:  
 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 12 
Acolyte: Chance Windburn 
Greeter:   
Reader:  Nancy Heineman 
Coffee Server:  Molly and Jim Urfer 
Nursery:  
 
                            

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 18 
Acolyte: Jarren Ford 
Greeter: Malynn Pavey 
Reader:  Bev Hatcher 
 

 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 19 
Acolyte: Caprisse Honsbrunch 
Greeters: Irene Morrison and Lu Ahrens 
Reader:  
Communion Assistants: Jim and Molly Urfer 
Coffee Servers: Senior Youth 
Nursery: Tammie Van Hamme 
 
 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 25 
Acolyte: Ashley Mikel 
Greeter: Deloris Kinseth 
Reader:  Sue McDonough\ 
Communion Assistant: Nancy Urfer 
 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 26 
Acolyte: Joe Nowasell 
Greeters:  Vic and Jean Frana 
Reader: Doris Selix 
Coffee Servers: Fred and Vicki Dillon 
Nursery: Nicole Behrens 
 
ALTAR GUILD 
October 9-October 14  — Madge Ruchotzke 
Month of October — Karen Klug-Frischmeyer 
October 14-November 11 — Karen Ashby 
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OCTOBER CALENDAR 
Wed 1 Noon-5 pm First Wednesday after-school program 
  7 pm Celebration Singers rehearsal, Music Room 
  12:45 pm Confirmation  
Sat  4 8:30 am WELCA Cluster 2 meeting, Newton 
  5:30 pm Worship with Holy Communion  
Sun  5 9:30 am Worship with Holy Communion   

  10:30 am Coffee Fellowship, Fellowship Hall 
  10:45 am Sunday School, preschool to Adult Forum 
  1 pm CROP Walk, Ahrens Park 
Tue  7 7 am Men’s Breakfast, Westside Diner 
  1 pm LWR Quilters, Room 9 
  6:30 pm Evangelism Committee, Meeting Room 
Wed 8 6:30 pm Fellowship Committee, Meeting Room 
  7 pm Celebration Singers rehearsal, Music Room 
  7 pm Confirmation  
Thurs 9 11 am WELCA Board meeting, Meeting Room 
  1:30 pm Mary Martha Circle, Comeback Cafe 
Sat 11  Synod Convocation at St. John’s 
  5:30 pm Worship with Holy Communion   
  6:30 pm Second Saturday Fellowship,  Jimbo’s 
Sun 12 8:30 am Choir rehearsal, Music Room 
  9:30 am Worship  
  10:30 am Coffee Fellowship, Fellowship Hall 
  10:45 am Sunday School, preschool to Adult Forum 
Mon 13 11 am Bible Study with Muriel, Meeting Room 
Tue  14 7 am Men’s Breakfast, Westside Diner 
  1 pm LWR Quilters, Room 9 
  6:30 pm Church Council, Meeting Room 
Wed 15 Noon Autumn Leaves, Fellowship Hall 
  7 pm Confirmation  
Thurs 16 9:30 am Lydia Circle, Dorothy Buchmeier, hostess 
  6:30 pm Worship Committee, Meeting Room 
Sat 18 9:30 am WELCA Brunch, Fellowship Hall 
  5:30 pm Worship  
Sun 19 8;30 am Choir rehearsal, Music Room 
  9:30 am Worship with Holy Communion 
  10:30 am Coffee Fellowship, Fellowship Hall  
  10:45 am Sunday School, preschool to Adult Forum 
  3-5 pm Hayride at Mikels (See page 3) 
Tue  21 7 am Men’s Breakfast, Westside Diner 
  1 pm LWR Quilters, Room 9 
Wed 22 7 pm Celebration Singers rehearsal, Music Room 
  7 pm Confirmation  
Sat 25 5:30 pm Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun 26 8:30 am Choir rehearsal, Music Room 
  9:30 am Worship with Holy Communion  
  10:30 am Coffee Fellowship, Fellowship Hall 
  10:45 am Sunday School, preschool to Adult Forum 
Mon 27 11 am Bible Study with Muriel, Meeting Room 
Tue 28 7 am Men’s Breakfast, Westside Diner 
  1 pm LWR Quilters, Room 9 
  7 pm Sarah Circle, Judy Lebeck, hostess 
Wed 29 7 pm Celebration Singers rehearsal, Music Room 
  7 pm Confirmation 
OFFERING COUNTERS: Madge and John Ruchotzke 
 

USHERS: SATURDAY: (October 4) Sue McDonough (11) Ed Hatcher, 
Don Beck  (18) Natalie Pavey (25) Bob Kinseth; SUNDAY: Jim Urfer, Fred 
England, Norm Erickson, Ray Parker, Jimmy Pinkerton 
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Lutheran Church. Deadline for each issue is the  
20th of the previous month. 
 

GRACE MATTERS 
Radio Ministry of the ELCA, hosted by the Rev. Pete r Marty 

Heard locally at 7:30 a.m. Sundays on KGRN, AM1410 

OCTOBER 5  
Donald Kraybill – Practice. Practice. Practice. 
Matthew 6:9-15 
Within 24 hours of the Nickle Mines, PA., shooting that killed 
five Amish girls in October 2006, the whole world knew of the 
tragedy. What captivated the most public attention, once the 
shock of the horror was digested, was the amazing capacity of the 
Amish people to forgive the killer and serve his family. Donald 
Kraybill, co-author of the book Amish Grace, joins this edition of 
Grace Matters to explain how honest forgiveness of the Christ-
like variety can only be forged over a lifetime of practice. 
 
OCTOBER 12 
Craig Rennebohm – Concern For Broken Things 
Psalm 51:17 
Craig Rennebohm is a chaplain who works the streets of Seattle, 
ministering to mentally ill people. Many of them are homeless. 
Rennebohm knows what he is doing. He has firsthand knowledge 
of chronic mental illness and a commitment to advocate for the 
welfare of those whose minds do not function as they would 
wish. In this edition of Grace Matters, host Peter W. Marty ex-
plores his own up-close experience with a mentally ill brother, 
and what it means to trust in a Lord who cares as much about 
broken lives as whole ones.  

 

OCTOBER 19 
Stephen Schmidt – Honesty and Chronic Illness 
John 8:31-38 
To live with chronic illness is to live with the reality that one day 
can be good and fulfilling while the next may be excruciatingly 
painful. Physical suffering is not fun for anyone; living with it 
every day demands special spiritual and emotional equipment. 
Among the more valuable tools in the equipment box is honesty. 
Retired professor Stephen Schmidt is guest on this edition of 
Grace Matters to discuss faith and his journey with chronic ill-
ness. It is a journey whose high points have been marked by hon-
esty. 
 
OCTOBER 26 
Bob Lane – Staying Grounded  
Galatians 5:22 
Deere and Co. is a global giant in agriculture, forestry and con-
struction. Deere’s CEO, Bob Lane, is the mover and shaker be-
hind much of this company’s global expansion. But for all of the 
airplane miles Lane travels, he is still a very “grounded” individ-
ual. His Christian faith is what keeps him grounded. It is a faith 
that centers on cultivating the fruits of the Spirit and appreciating 
the undeserved character of grace. 


