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FROM PASTOR KATHY

AT a particularly difficult time in my life, a mentosked this question:
What may | pray for youThat question, and the working of the Holy
Spirit through it, opened me to the power of prayer andinaerstand-

ings of prayer from that day forward.

In the coming months, we together will discover in meays the
power of prayer at St John’s.

First, we, the pastoral leadership of St John’s, prajh®people who
make up the Body of Christ called St John’s Lutheran ChuEzth
week, Muriel and | are in prayer for you, and for youragns — spo-
ken or unspoken, for God knows both. There is power in preye
heal, to lift up, and to strengthen. You will be invitedet us know of
specific concerns that you have for our confidential @rayne to-
gether. Through an intentional rotation, we will bg@iayer for each
and every family of St John'’s this year, and regularly.

Next, at the Council of Ministers meeting in August, e, elected

(continued on page 3)

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE

INSTALLATION

of

Bishop Michael Burk
a son of our congregation

as bishop of the Southeastern lowa Synod
Saturday, September 6, at 12 noon

St. Pius X Catholic Church
4949 Council Street N.E.
Cedar Rapids

Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson will preside and preatteanstal-
‘ lation. Following the worship, there will be a recenpti
- with light refreshments at the church.
St. John’s is organizing car pools to attend the event. Cal
V' Bob Falck if you need a ride or have space for passengers.

_ For those wishing to send messages of congratulations
Bishop Burk  and good wishes, the address of the synod offibeQs
Box 3167, 2635 Northgate Drive, lowa City, IA 52244.
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Getting together
Dinners for 8 — a chance for St.:tt

informal, social setting — will 9
start up again in September. es,

it ed,
Both couples and singles are |n- : o

vited to participate.

This year, groups of eight will :
led
its own meeting date :;

meet four times be-
(@
and location (homes,

tween September and i;
May. Each group sets :;

restaurants, the church, or a con;:::

bination of the three). s

el-

If you would like to join in for @ it
time of good food and good con-i.:-4
versation, contact Natalie Pavey.;i

Picture this

Representatives from LifeTouch,”
will be at St. John’s from OctoberH
21 to October 25 to take photos of
members for a new church p|Ct0 Volunteer help would be useful in
rial directory. You will also be the church office for such tasks a
able to purchase photos for per- fOldIng the WOfShip bulletins and
sonal use. Information on scheduPreparing the Love Letter for mail-
ing appointments online or at the Ing Contact the church office if
church will be available this you are interested in helping.
month.

elp wanted

Second Saturday
Fellowship

This month’s Second Saturday
Fellowship (an after-worship meal
and get-together on the second
Saturday of the month) will be

Reader friendlier

To assist those with vision prob-
lems, large-print bulletins for the
Sunday service are available on
the cabinet in the narthex. A larg
print edition ofEvangelical Lu-

i ita’ t St. Al
theran Worshighas been ordered,Casa Margarita’s, 101 West S

are welcome.

and

Feld at 6:30 p.m. September 13 at

Mission Moments

To acquaint members with the min-
istry and volunteer opportunities at
St. John’s, the Stewardship Com-
mittee will offer Mission Moments

at the Saturday and Sunday worship
services starting September 13-14.

Youth News

ol
A delightful gathering of youth,

parents and other adults met in Au-

9gust to plan activities for the youth

of our church this coming

year. Initial plans are for a gather-
ing the first Wednesday afternoon
of each month, beginning in Octo-
ber, with snacks, games and crafts

E_emand service to others. Youth are be-

ing invited to use their gifts in min-
istries of the congregation and com-
munity. Watch for details in the
worship bulletins and the weekly
eLove Letters Volunteer helping
hands are always welcome.

New look

With this issue, théove Lettelis
trading in the familiar cherry-
colored paper for a cream-colored
sheet. Why? For easier reading

s and better reproduction of photos

(of which we hope to use more!).

Comparison of church
finances through July

2008 2007

Offerings $101,479 $98,979
Budget  $148,828 $123,240
Expenses $120,959 $98,437
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Church Councll
Highlights

The following are highlights of
the Church Council meeting held
August 12.

THROUGH a connection with
Pastor Kathy, Our Savior’s Lu-

theran Church in Utica, N.Y., senf
a check for $363 to be used
Kfor flood victims in

lowa. In apprecia-
tion and gratitude, council
members voted to contribute an
additional $1,000 for flood relief.

TO MAKE the church more wel-
coming, council members ac-
cepted a recommendation from

the Evangelism Committee to re-

move the “Church Parking Only”

signs posted at the entrance to the"

parking lots. The situation will be
monitored to make sure there is

FROM PASTOR KATHY

(Continued from page 1)

John’s, discussed the importance of regular personal desand
prayer time. For some, it meant utilizing a new websit devotional to

A new prayer ministry

Each week, Pastor Kathy and Muriel
are in prayer for six to eight families
of St John’s. The week before, a
dedicated volunteer (Gaye Van
Hamme) sends these families a
postcard letting them that they will
be held in prayer, confidentially, dur-
ing pastoral staff devotion time.
They are invited to let Pastor Kathy
and Muriel know of specific prayer
concerns they may have. In this
way, every household of St John’s
ill be lifted in prayer at least twice a
year by the pastoral leadership.

remind us to pray. For others,
it meant intentional renewal of
their intent to use what they
already have in their homes to
engage in prayer.

Yet we, the Body of Christ
who calls themselves St
John’s, will be most changed
by our own prayer, personally.

How would you answer the
guestionWhat would you have
me pray for yofd

Such a question will give us
pause. In this pause, God can
enter us and be recognized in
new ways. God’s presence can
enter that which most needs
and yearns for hope, life and

adequate parking for worship and forgiveness — and God's dream for us.

The first charge | gave the Call Committee when wewaes to be in
AN after-school activity program Prayer for St. John’s. It is the first task on evdnyrch meeting agenda,
at every staff meeting. It is what breathes God backwhat would dis-

church activities.

on the day of early dismissal in
the Grinnell schools (first
Wednesday of the month) is
planned.

A WORKDAY at the church is
planned for a Saturday this fall.

tract and consume us in this world.
Join us in prayer, and in worship.

Your partner in the journey,
Pastor Kathy

AT THE ICE CREAM SOCIAL

The need is great

Congregation members are in-
vited to contribute to the Health
Kits being assembled by the
WELCA church circles. Needed
items include toothbrushes, sturg
combs, bath-size bar soap, hand
towels and wash cloths (dark col
ors preferred), Band-Aids, nalil
files, nail clippers. Bring the
items to the church office by Sep
tember 15.

ly

The ice
cream social
at St. John’s
on August
12 raised
$2,200 for
disaster
relief in
lowa.
Thrivent
Financial for
Lutherans
made a
$1,429
matching
donation..
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Notes of thanks

A MOST sincere thank you to all of you for your
prayers, cards, phone calls and kind words of sympa
following the recent death of my brother David. It wa|
so appreciated! May God bless you all.
Fondly,
Katlryd Gaylen Johnsor

THANK YOU to everyone who helped make our ice
cream social such a big success! We raised a total g
$2,213.40 for lowa disaster relief. (We ho
this total will be even higher when we get

matching funds from Thrivent.) It was
amazing to see so many people pull togett
for such a worthy cause! Thank you to the
approximately 36 volunteers who gave 187 hours of
their time. We especially want to thank Prairie Jewel
Dixieland; most of the band members aren't even me
bers of St. John's, but their music really gave us an U
beat mood! The food was also wonderful. Most of al
we give thanks to God for the generous hearts and th
fine weather. It was truly a memorable occasion!
Ice Cream Social Committeg

New arrival
Congratulations to Deb and Lance Longman, on the

S September 2

Kerri Olson

September 3
Mike Hatcher

September 5
Jack Templeton

f September 6
PEEJ Hatcher

September 7
Kyle McDonough
'€lChris Starrett

September 10
Doris Selix

September 11
Jessica Walter
P-Aaron Weigel

e

m

September 13
Julie Smith

September 14
Lance Longman
Bruce Potter

Eli Rose

September 15
Ron Morrison

D

birth of a grandson, William Leo Longman. His parents 7,ch osland

are Lucas and Dette Longman.

Stewardship of Service in September

September 17
Kelsey Jensen

Karen Klug-Frischmeyer

thyOur baptized members who have birthdays in Septem-

September 19
Garrett Locker

September 20
Jeryl Knerr
Mark Kolpin
Diane Lamb
Karen Ritter

September 21
Bob Falck

September 24
Judy Smith

September 25
Lorraine Graff

September 26
Paul Weber

September 27
Joe Reitz

September 28
Bob Larson
Nicole Peter

September 29
Paul Nowasell
Donna Tedford
Vera Warnke

September 30
Merlyn Luttman

ALTAR GUILD
August 12-September 9— Jo Olson
Month of August — Sue McDonough
September 9-October 14— Madge Ruchotzke

OFFERING COUNTERS
Deb and Lance Longman, Nicole Behrens

NURSERY ON SUNDAY
(September § Sarah Dalby Albrigh¢14) Shirley Broderg21)
Laura Weigel 28)

USHERS

SATURDAY: (September 6)Bob and Sandy Faldld 3) Nancy
and Brian Heinema(20) Donna Beck and Bobbie Kahlgt7) Al-
bert and Charlene Knight

SUNDAY: Bob Ashing, Vic Frana, Duane Flagel, Nathan Ford,
Kyle Irland
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STEWARDSHIP OF SERVICE

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
Acolyte: Joe Nowasell

Greeter: Sandy Falck

Reader. Bobbie Kahler

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

Acolyte: Zach Osland

Greeters: Larry and Dorothy Wade

Reader. Shirle Huth

Communion Assistants J. and M. Ruchotzke
Coffee Servers: Rose and Keith Osland

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
Acolyte: Ollie Vande Stouwe

Greeter: Shirle Huth

Reader. Dave Huth

Communion Assistant Shirle Huth

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

Acolyte: Troy Smith

Greeter: Don and Doris Sundell

Reader. Sue McDonough

Coffee Server: D. and L. Longman, Lu Ahrens

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
Acolyte: Zach Boehmer

Greeter: Bobbie Kahler

Reader. Ed Hatcher

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

Acolyte: Katelin Dunn

Greeters: Brian and Nancy Heineman

Reader.

Communion Assistants Don and Doris Sundell
Coffee Servers:Junior Youth

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Acolyte: Joe Reitz

Greeter: Charlene Knight

Reader. Molly Urfen

Communion Assistant Albert Knight

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

Acolyte: Scott Bosse

Greeters: John and Marge Ruchotzke
Reader. Gladys Booth

Coffee ServersK. and G. Johnson, Kelly Rose

Additional Stewardship of Service on page 3
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1
2

3

© 00

10

12
13

14

15
16

17

18

20
21

22
23
24
27
28

29
30

7 am

1 pm

7 pm

7 pm
5:30 pm
8:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:45 am
11 am

7 am

1 pm

6 pm
6:30 pm
Noon
1:30 pm
7 pm

7 pm
5-11 pm
8 am-5 pm
5:30 pm

6:30 pm
8:30 am
9:30 am

10:30 am
10:45 am
11 am

7 am

1 pm
Noon

7 pm

7 pm
9:30 am
5:30 pm
8;30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:45 am
11 am

7 am

1 pm

7 pm

7 pm

7 pm
5:30 pm
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:45 am
11 am

7 am

1 pm

Men’s Breakfast, Westside Diner

LWR Quilters, Room 9

Celebration Singers rehearsal, Sanctuary
Meeting of Confirmation Class Families
Worship

Choir rehearsal, Music Room

Worship with Holy CommunioRALLY SUNDAY
Coffee Fellowship, Fellowship Hall

Sunday School, preschool to Adult Forum
Bible Study with Muriel, Meeting Room

Men’s Breakfast, Westside Diner
LWR Quilters, Room 9

Church Council, Meeting Room

All-Committee Meeting Night

WELCA Board Meeting

Mary Martha Circle, Virginia Deppe, Hostess

Confirmation Class, Meeting Room

Celebration Singers rehearsal, Sanctuary

Scrapbooking, Fellowship Hall

Scrapbooking, Fellowship Hall

Worship with Holy Communion and presentation
Ribles to third— and seventh-graders

Second Saturday Fellowship,

Choir rehearsal, Music Room

Worship and presentation of Bibles to third— and
awventh-graders

Coffee Fellowship, Fellowship Hall

Sunday School, preschool to Adult Forum

Bible Study with Muriel, Meeting Room

Men’s Breakfast, Westside Diner
LWR Quilters, Room 9

Autumn Leaves, Fellowship Hall
Confirmation Class, Meeting Room
Celebration Singers rehearsal, Sanctuary
Lydia Circle, Alice Beck, hostess

Worship

Choir rehearsal, Music Room

Worship with Holy Communion

Coffee Fellowship, Fellowship Hall
Sunday School, preschool to Adult Forum
Bible Study with Muriel, Meeting Room

Men’s Breakfast, Westside Diner
LWR Quilters, Room 9

Sarah Circle

Celebration Singers rehearsal, Sanctuary
Confirmation Class, Meeting Room
Worship with Holy Communion

Worship

Coffee Fellowship, Fellowship Hall
Sunday School, preschool to Adult Forum
Bible Study with Muriel, Meeting Room
Men’s Breakfast, Westside Diner

LWR Quilters, Room 9
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RALLY SUNDAY
September 7

GRACE MATTERS

Radio Ministry of the ELCA, hosted by the Rev. Pete  r Marty
Heard locally at 7:30 a.m. Sundays on KGRN, AM1410

SEPTEMBER 7 SEPTEMBER 21
Brad Hirschfield — Is Your God Big Enough? I\Pllett?rz Benls4(?$3—gferson Through Other Persons
Daniel 3:16-18 atthew 14:13-

Rabbi Brad Hirschfield joins this edition ofcrace Matterdo Tthere II'S atcr?vllplglgtfhortcom?u\?vlty In oubr Worll?’ and pig’fel
discuss religious fanaticism. Having experienced his owurin struggiing to fufiiil that need. YVe may be well connectete
sion into the world of “being possessed by one’s religion,” tro_n_lcally, but this is hardly the Same as bem_g emallg and
Hirschfield made a sudden and dramatic turn in his faitmgy. spiritually connected. Communities are relational ptaeéthe_
Today he is an important voice for people of all faitt®want OXygen (.)f human developm_ent, S@m“‘ I_3_enson IS
to re-examine their most strident assumptions that et @eo- the president of Search Institute, a nonprofit orgetion provid-

ple down. He is author of the bodkou Don’'t Have to Be Wron jng leadership and resources for th_e pr_omotion of healtl-
for Me To Be Right: Finding Faith Without Fanaticism. dren, youth, and communities. He is this week’s guest.

SEPTEMBER 14 SEPTEMBER 28
Bruce Weber —Share the Juices Brad and Libby Birky — Just Doing My Job
John 15:13 Luke 17:5-10

Bruce Weberis a winning NCAA basketball coach. He is alsoBrad and Libby Birky are owners of an extraordinary restaurant
winsome human being. His unselfish style has shagelivés of in downtown Denver. It's not a big or ostentatious platbat
talented young men who happen to need more than just goodnakes the SAME Café unique is its pricing schedule. Threre
dribbling technique in life. For the last five years he keal the no prices on the menu; there is no cash registeworizapay
University of lllinois, including a trip to the Fin&lour champi- Whatever they can or are willing to pay, even if lagment

onship game in 2005. Weber’s faith life is an active one; co Means an hour of kitchen labor washing dishes or cutéggta-
nected with his local Lutheran congregation. Listeroimeet an bles. For those curious about a venture createtisd Al God's

individual who enjoys taking the needs of others tothear people My Eat, this edition ofGrace Matterss a “Do Not
Miss.”



