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In sympathy

Our heartfelt sympathy is extended
to the families of St. John’s mem-
bers who have died recently.

To the family of Betty Rolf, who
died July 25. Graveside services
were held July 28 at Rose Hill Me-
morial Gardens in Marshalltown.

To the family of Doug Mikel, who
died August 9. His funeral was held
August 14 at the Grinnell Christian
Church, with burial in Hazelwood
Cemetery.

To the family of Melba Strickler,
who died August 11. Her funeral
was August 15 at St. John’s, with
burial at Hazelwood Cemetery.

To the family of Eisac Kurk, infant
son of Casie VandeStouwe and
Adam Kurk, who died August 23.
His funeral was held August 28 at
Smith Funeral Home.

Sympathy is also extended to
Donna Beck on the death of her
brother John Lippincott; to Jan
Sherlock, on the death of her
mother Beulah Altemeier; and to
Loren and Peggy Kolpin, on the
death of Loren’s brother, Ken Kol-
pin; and to Gaye Van Hamme, on
the death of her mother, lvadene
Whitman; and to Pat Larson, on the
death of her mother, EIma Maxon.

Word has been received of the
death August 24 of Esther Bennett,
a former member of St. John’s. She
lived in Gladbrook.

In Christ is the Resurrection and
the Life.

Baptized

Reese Elizabeth Henderson, daugh-
ter of Kerri Deppe Henderson and
Patrick Henderson, was baptized
August 26 at St. John’s. Her spon-
sors are Eric and Mindy Deppe.

Born

Congratulations to Bev and Gary
Cook on the birth of a grandson
Stephen Christopher Cook. Stephen
was born August 15 in St. Louis.
His parents are Katie and Kevin
Cook of Ballwin, Mo.

Married

Debra Whitaker and Anthony Cro-
nin were Married August 4 at St.
John’s. Their parents are Dena and
David Amo, Dennis and Deb
Whitaker, and Mark and Kimberly
Cronin.

Kate Heineman and Lee Henderson
were married August 11 at Herrick
Chapel. Their parents are Nancy
and Brian Heineman and Jim Hen-
derson and Valarie Blancalana.

Sunday School starting

Rally Day -— the start of Sunday
School at St. John’s — will be held
Sunday September 9! This special
day signifies the end of summer
vacation and the return to Sunday
School for all ages. Don’t miss this
opportunity to Rally behind God’s
intention that all Christians — chil-
dren, youth and adults -- grow and
learn. The Rally Day theme this
year will be “A Call to Prayer.”

Some activities for children will
include a Prayer Wreath, a Prayer
Chain and of course have a special
Prayer Treat. We look forward to
seeing all of you on the first day of
Sunday School on September 9 —
Rally Day!

As of August 27, the Sunday
School is still in need of three
teachers. Please call Stephanie
Nelson if you can help.

Congratulations, Cheryl

Cheryl Irland, one of our organists,
received a Certificate in Church
Music from the national Leadership
Program for Musicians at the Synod
Assembly in June. Cheryl com-
pleted a two-year study of church
music at Wartburg College that in-
volved classes in organ, hymnody,
liturgy, worship planning and musi-
cianship.

Stewardship—more than $

At worship services starting Sep-
tember 22-23 and continuing
through October, chairman of vari-
ous committees will explain the op-
portunities for service at St. John’s.
You’ll have a chance to indicate
your areas of interest on the Time
and Abilities sheets that will be
mailed to members in November.

Church finances through

July 2007
2007 2006
Offerings  $98,979  $100,281
Budget $123,240* $143,103
Expenses $98,437  $116,489

*Note: The 2007 budget does not
include money for a youth director,
a position that was included in the
2006 budget. The search for a
youth director is on hold, pending
the call of a new pastor.
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St. Job's Youth Mimistny

Our mission: To Inspire, Connect, and Enrich Youth in Living a Christ-Centered Life.

SWAT TEAM is back!

The youth ministry at St. John’s is carried out by the
SWAT Team — Serve Willingly Although Temporar-
ily so that Together Everyone Achieves More. Par-
ents—as well as others in the congregation—are asked
to help when possible in planning events, making
phone calls, providing refreshments, etc. Amy Ander-
son heads the Youth Committee. She will be in touch
when assistance is needed.

Kickoff event

The opening activity for the year for grades 5-12 will
be sand volleyball at Ahrens Park on Sunday,
September 9, from 4 to 5:30 p.m. Water and sports
drinks will be provided.

The event will start with a brief meeting to gather
ideas on what kinds of activities and service projects
the youth are interested in. Parents are encouraged to
attend in order to indicate how they will be able to
help during the year.

Serving in September

Youth members of St. John’s provide refreshments
and serve at the coffee hour on the third Sunday of
every month. Donations are used to pay for youth ac-
tivities and projects during the year.

Serving on September 16 will be Ashley Mikel, Ca-
prise Honsbruch, Jacob Lamb, Chance Winburn and
Rachel Pinkerton. Parent helpers that day are Dale and
Mary Lamb and Aaron and Diane Winburn.

Call Committee at work

The Call Committee is continuing to lay the ground-
work for calling a new pastor for St. John S. The
groundwork includes tallying the :
survey that was given to the con-
gregation in July, and filling out
the Congregational Mission Pro-
file that helps the synod match
our needs and desires with avail-
able candidates.

A total of 138 surveys were
counted — mostly from those who
attended worship services on July
14-15, but also from those who
mailed in their responses. The
number is considered a good sam
ple of the congregation. The top
eight areas of most essential need in our congregation,
as indicated in the survey, are listed in the adjoining
box.

The committee is currently completing the Congrega-
tional Mission Profile and collecting demographic
data about our congregation and community. When
that information is prepared, it must be approved by
the Church Council and then sent to the synod office

for its use in finding the right candidates..

interview process begins. Our Call

= Committee has decided to inter-
view three candidates before mak-
ing a decision to issue a call (rather
than making a decision on one
candidate at a time). After inter-
viewing the three candidates, the
committee will recommend one
candidate to the Church Council.
The council, in turn, will present
the candidate to the congregation,
after which the congregation will
take a vote. After a favorable vote,
the candidate has 30 days to re-
spond to the call.

According to the synod office, the call process typi-
cally takes between 12 and 18 months.

As always, we ask the congregation to give prayerful
support to the Call Committee, the bishop and the
synod staff as together we work to discern God’s wis-
dom for our congregation.

Call Committee
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NOTES OF THANKS

| APPRECIATED your prayers, cards, gifts,
flowers and food. It was nice of you to think of
me.

Diane Lamb

I WANT to thank everyone for the prayers, cards
and well wishes, and for helping me celebrate my
85th birthday. It was just great to have many of
my family members be here and worship with us
on that Sunday.

Lu Ahrens

A SINCERE thank you to everyone who shared
their thoughts and prayers, phone calls, and me-
morials at the time of my brother’s death. Our St.
John’s family | very important to us all.

Donna Beck and family

THANK YOU to St. John’s for your support of
“Crossing for Care.” Your gift of $500 will help
many uninsured people in our community receive
health care and a better quality of life. Thank you
to St. John’s members, too, for your prayers and
support, and for being such an influential part of
my life.

John Heineman

THANK YOU to everyone who helped with the
recent funerals at our church. The families were
so appreciative of all the food that was donated
and all the work everyone did for the luncheons.
In difficult times, our St. John’s family always
pulls together to help.

Donna Beck

A BIG thank you to everyone who helped with
the outdoor service on August 18 It was attended
by about 110 people. The weather was great and
so was the food. Thanks everyone.

Fellowship Committee

THANK YOU so much for the supplies you gave
me for college. It will help me out so much.
Nate Weigel

WE WOULD like to thank everyone for their
prayers, cards and kind words of comfort for the
loss of our mother, Betty Rolf. It certainly is a
blessing to be part of St. John’s church family.
Steve and Pat Gustafson

Highlights of council meeting

Here is a summary of the August meeting of the Church Council

Evangelism: A series of CareNotes—pamphlets on a variety of
life issues — have been purchased and are available free in a
rack in the elevator entrance. Members are encour-

aged to take and read any of them—or take one to a K
friend or family member. A new program called

“Cherish the Kids” is under consideration. The @

program involves members praying for a child in the congrega-
tion on a daily basis.

Stewardship: The Time and Abilities sheet is being redesigned
for use in this year’s stewardship program.

Service: Council members discussed the “Good Neighbor” pro-
gram designed to help anyone with unexpected expenses due to
medical or other emergency situation. An application form is
available in the church office.

Prayer, support needed

"Shepherding" has been a very important job in our congrega-
tion this past month. As you can see from the listing on page 2
of recent deaths in our congregation and in the families of con-
gregation members, we have had many instances where prayer
and support have been needed. This is not only a job for the
Caring Team, but a time for everyone to offer assistance as
needed. It is all part of God's great commission.

Looking ahead

The CROP Walk to benefit local and international hunger pro-
grams will be held in Grinnell on Sunday, October 7

Lydia Circle will host the fall meeting of Women of the ELCA
(WELCA) on Thursday, October 11. A traveling dinner is
planned, with the main course served at the home of Peggy Kol-
pin, 2001 Spring St., followed by dessert and a business meet-
ing in the social room at Park Place. Details will be announced
in the coming weeks.

ALTAR GUILD

August 13-September 10 — Julie Beach
Month of September — Dorothy Martinek
September 10-October 8 — Madge Ruchotzke

OFFERING COUNTERS FOR SEPTEMBER
John and Dorothy Martinek, Russ Schuchmann

USHERS FOR SEPTEMBER
Bob Ashing, John Martinek (head ushers), Duane Flagel, Alec
Henderson, Stan Reitz
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STEWARDSHIP OF SERVICE

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
Acolyte: Kyle Irland
Reader: Pam Ashing

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

Acolyte: Nathan Ford

Greeters: Larry and Dorothy Wade

Reader: Dorothy Buchmeier

Communion Assistants: Vic and Jean Frana
Nursery: Kalen Winburn

Coffee Servers: Virginia Deppe, Becky Wilson

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
Acolyte: Kyle Irland
Reader: Karen Klug-Frischmeyer

\

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
Acolyte: Jimmy Pinkerton
Greeters: Don and Doris Sundell
Reader: Nicole Behrens
Nursery: Nicole Behrens
BREAKFAST BRUNCH

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
Acolyte: Christopher Weir
Reader: Brian Heineman

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
Acolyte: Kalen Winburn

Greeters: Brian and Nancy Heineman
Reader: Amy Anderson

Communion Assistants: G. and K. Johnson
Nursery: Tammie Van Hamme

Coffee Servers: Youth

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
Acolyte: Zach Boehmer

Reader: Shirle Huth

Communion Assistant:

\

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
Acolyte: Scott Bosse

Greeters: John and Made Ruchotzke
Reader: Sara Hagemeister

Nursery: Sara Hagemeister

Coffee Servers: Pam and Bob Ashing

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
Acolyte: Katelin Dunn

Reader: Ed Hatcher

Communion Assistant: Jim Urfer

\

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
Acolyte: Joseph Reitz

Greeters: Natalie Pavey and Lu Ahrens
Reader: Fred Hagemeister

Communion Assistants:

Nursery: Pam Ashing

Coffee Servers: N., B. Heineman, A. Hanson

CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER

Sat
Sun

Mon
Tue
Wed

Sat
Sun

Mon
Tue

Wed

Sat
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thurs
Sat
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
Fri
Sat
Sat
Sun

[N

10
11

12

15
16

17

18

19

20

22
23

24

25

26
28
29
29
30

5:30 pm
7:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am

Worship

Grace Matters, KGRN 1410 AM
Worship with Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship

LABOR DAY, church office closed

7am
1pm
7pm
5:30 pm
7:30 am
8:30 pm
9:30 am

10:30 am
10:45 am
11am

7 am
1pm
6:30 pm
Noon
1:30 pm
TBA
5:30 pm
7:30 am
8:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:45 am
11 am
6:30 pm
7 am
1pm
Noon
5:30 pm
TBA
9:30 am
5:30 pm
7:30 am
8:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:45 am
11 am
6:30 pm
7 am
1pm

6 pm
TBA
4-11 pm
8 am-5 pm
5:30 pm
7:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:45 am

Men’s Breakfast, Westside Diner

Quilt Making, Quilt Room

Confirmation Class, with parents, Meeting Room

Worship

Grace Matters, KGRN 1410 AM

Choir rehearsal, Music Room

Worship with Holy Communion, presentation of
Bibles to our third-graders

Rally Day breakfast brunch

Start of Sunday School for all ages

Bible Study with Muriel, Meeting Room

Men’s Breakfast, Westside Diner

Quilt Making, Quilt Room

Call Committee, Meeting Room

WELCA board meeting

Mary Martha Circle, Lu Ahrens, hostess

Confirmation Class, Meeting Room

Worship

Grace Matters, KGRN 1410 AM

Choir rehearsal, Music Room

Worship with Holy Communion

Coffee Fellowship

Sunday School, Preschool to Adult

Bible Study with Muriel, Meeting Room

Call Committee, Meeting Room

Men’s Breakfast, Westside Diner

Quilt Making, Quilt Room

Autumn Leaves, Fellowship Hall

Church Council, Meeting Room

Confirmation Class, Meeting Room

Lydia Circle, Dorothy Buchmeier, hostess

Worship with Holy Communion

Grace Matters, KGRN 1410 AM

Choir rehearsal, Music Room

Worship

Coffee Fellowship

Sunday School, Preschool to Adult

Bible Study with Muriel. Meeting Room

Call Committee, Meeting Room

Men’s Breakfast, Westside Diner

Quilt Making, Quilt Room

Sarah Circle, West Side Diner

Confirmation Class, Meeting Room

Scrapbooking, Fellowship Hall

Scrapbooking, Fellowship Hall

Worship with Holy Communion

Grace Matters, KGRN 1410 AM

Worship with Holy Communion

Coffee Fellowship

Sunday School, Preschool to Adult

More calendar information on page 4.
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GRACE MATTERS

Radio Ministry of the ELCA, hosted by the Rev. Peter Marty
Heard locally at 7:30 a.m. Sundays on KGRN, AM1410

SEPTEMBER 2
Janet Peterman — Ritual Living With a Flair
Colossians 3:16-17

We often speak of rituals as being boring, dull, or even dead. The

word ritual is laden with many negative connotations in peoples’
minds. But rituals can drive life. They can even restore life. The
Rev. Janet Peterman believes so thoroughly in their power that

she has authored a book of sacred rituals for special moments and

crises in life.

SEPTEMBER 9

Eboo Patel — The Dangers of Religious Totalitarianism
Acts 2:1-21

If you are tired of trying to make sense of why certain expres-
sions of religion irritate you so thoroughly, you need to meet
Eboo Patel. Chances are good that what is bothering, or even
infuriating you, is what Patel calls “religious totalitarianism.”
Eboo Patel is an articulate man of faith who is founder and ex-
ecutive director of Interfaith Youth Core — an organization de-
voted to advancing religious understanding and respect.

SEPTEMBER 16

Andrea Jaeger — Holy Laughter

Genesis 18:12-1

Those who follow the tennis world closely know the name An-

drea Jaeger. In the mid-1980s she was second in the world on
the women’s pro circuit. That was young Andrea. Following a
career ending injury as a teenager, she engaged in a refocus of
her life. Today, she is an Anglican Dominican sister who devotes
everything she is to kids who live with life-threatening diseases.

SEPTEMBER 23

Wayne-Daniel Berard — Retrieving Our Jewishness

Mark 6:3

If Christians are not careful, we have a dangerous tendency to
view the Bible as an exclusively Christian book. Wayne-Daniel
Berard, professor and author, who was born of a Jewish parent
and adopted by a Catholic family, calls on Christians to explore
“with open heart and mind” the Jewishness, not only of Jesus, but
of themselves.

SEPTEMBER 30

David Hilfiker — Seeing Into the Eyes of the Poor
Deuteronomy 15:1-11

David Hilfiker did what many people think about, but never
have the courage to do. He and his family left comfortable living
in a rural community to begin a new life in an urban ghetto. Few
upper-middle class people understand the plight of the poor quite
like this physician. He says the only way to really know what it
means to be poor is to look them in the eye and get to know them.



