
Dates of Importance for Holy Family 
Parish: 

Nov. 23 - Reconciliation Stations at Parish 
Center 1 pm - 3pm 

Nov. 26 - No Religious Education classes 
Nov. 27 - Thanksgiving Day - 8 am mass 
Dec. 3 - Blood Drive at Parish Center 
 First Reconciliation 6:30 pm 
 Confessions 7 pm 
Dec. 6 - Booster Club raffle at Parish Center 

after 5 pm mass 
Dec. 19 - ECS Christmas 

school break starts 
 School pageant? 
Dec. 31 - New Year's Eve - 

no Religious 
Education classes 

Jan 6 - ECS - school 
resumes 

Feb. 25 - Ash Wednesday 
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Holy Family Parish Important Dates: 
Christmas Schedule: 
Nov. 30 - Advent begins 
Dec. 8 - Immaculate Conception of Blessed 

Virgin Mary - Holy Day of Obligation 
Dec. 14 - Confessions: 1 pm Emmetsburg, 

2:30 pm Graettinger, 4 pm 
Estherville 

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve - Masses - 5pm and 
10 pm 

Dec. 25 - Christmas Day - 9am Mass 
Dec. 28 - Feast of the Holy Family - normal 

weekend schedule 
Dec. 31 - New Year's Eve - Mary, Mother of 

God Vigil - 5pm 
Jan. 1 - Mary, Mother of God - holy day of 

obligation - 9 am mass 
Jan. 4 - Epiphany of the Lord - normal 

weekend schedule 
Jan. 11 - Feast of the Baptism of the Lord - 

normal weekend schedule 

I remember a mother, Jean, 
telling me that as their family 
was shopping and preparing for 
Christmas she wondered: Where, 
in all this preparation, was the 
message that Christ had come 
into the world?   

 She and her husband talked 
it over and decided a way they 
could include Christ in their 
family holiday preparations. 

 They put the stable set up 
but left out all the traditional 
figures.  The crib was left empty 
but a container with short pieces 
of soft straw was placed beside 
the crib. The parents explained to 
their children, to get ready for 
baby Jesus, the family would fill 
Jesus crib with bits of straw so 
that He would have a soft, 
comfortable bed. The pieces of 
straw would be earned during the 
Advent season. 

They explained that giving 
gifts at Christmas was a message 
of love. This year their family 
would not give Jesus presents 
wrapped in ribbons and papers.  
The gifts, this year, would be 
kind and loving things done for 
others in His name. Every time a 
kindness was done for someone 
else, a piece of straw could be 
place into the empty crib.  By 
Christmas time the crib should 
be soft nesting place for Baby 
Jesus, the parents explained to 
their family. The children love 
the idea.  
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Winter 2008-2009 
During that Advent season 

there was a special anticipation 
in their home. Small deeds of 
kindness were secretly 
performed and the manager was 
slowly filling with the pieces of 
straw. One afternoon, the mother 
came home to find the dirty 
dishes washed. Another day 
Adam polished his brother's 
shoes.  Someone swept the 
garage one-day and Grandma 
called to say she had received 
some special hand-drawn 
pictures.  

On Christmas morning, 
before Mass, the traditional 
figures were placed with the 
youngest child, Shannon, placed 
baby Jesus in the manager. The 
family than sang Happy Birthday 
to Jesus.  

—Father Clem’s Column continued 
on page 3— 
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Newsletter 
Knots 
 

Editor-in-Chief: 
Father Clem Currans 
cwcurrans@iowatelecom.net 
 

Writers-Collaborators: 
Anne Marie Nelson 
danelson@ncn.net 
Dee Schmitz 
emmetsburg4@yahoo.com 
 

Desktop Publishing: 
Jennifer Meyer 
jen@ethings.com 
 

Collators-Binders: 
Betty Drew, Jeanne Drew, Jane 
Bruch, Alice Jo Leonard, Mary 
Parsons, Mary Green, Mary Weiland, 
Arlene Joynt, Barb Schleisman, 
Deanne Schmitz, Eleanor Murphy, 
Evelyn Kliegl, Maxine Ruppert, Sally 
Brennan 
 

If you have any information of 
interest to place in the Holy Family 
Ties newsletter, please contact Father 
Currans or any of the writer-
collaborators. 

Holy Family Parish offers 
sympathy to the family and 

friends of the following 
deceased:   

Patricia Ann Neary,  
Alice K. Perdue,   

JoAnn Phillips and  
Robert E. Mileham.   

God grant them eternal rest. 
 

We are pleased to welcome 
the following as new members 

of our parish through the 
sacrament of Baptism:  
Sydney Schnabel,  
Dawson Schnabel,  

Natalie Jones,  
Dylan Fiene,  
Ava Burdorf,  

Natalie Bunda and  
Logan Harris. 

 
Couples recently married in 

our parish are:   
Jennifer Joynt &  
Isaiah Reicks,  
Aug. 2, 2008 

Janell O'Brien &  
Nicholas Wanderscheid, 

Aug. 9, 2008 
Theresa A. Besch & 
Steven Krueger,  
Sept. 20, 2008 

Kathleen Anderson & 
Ryan Haywood,  

Oct. 3, 2008 
We ask God's blessing as 

they began this journey of their 
lives. 

From the Office Records 

It has been suggested 
that we have Coffee and 
Rolls once a month after 
the 8 a.m. Mass so that 
people would have the 
opportunity to visit, and 
the opportunity for newer 
people to meet and get 

acquainted with those 
who have been around for 
awhile. God works best 
through community. If 
you are interested in 
helping please contact 
Tim Fakler 859-3280 or 
call the office.  We will 

start on Sunday  Dec 14, 
after the 8:00 a.m. 

Coffee and Rolls 
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Holy Family Financial Summary:  10/31/08 
 2008/2009 2008/2009

Oct. 31,2008 Actual Actual Budget Budget

Total Parish School Parish School

Income  

Weekly Envelope Collections 107,515.37 107,515.37 121,199.92

Other Parish Income 6,814.90 6,814.90 6,879.14

DAA from Diocese 1,071.40 1,071.40 2,540.00

Investment Income -1,839.50 1,159.13 -2,998.63 1,208.36 2,333.24

Contributions and Donations 49,195.61 36,292.66 12,902.95 22,666.72 7,866.72

Estates and Bequests 0.00

Tuition and Fees 39,293.25 39,293.25 32,833.32  
School Assessment-Holy Family 92,233.33 92,233.33 91,333.36

Other School Assessments 6,000.00 6,000.00 3,500.00

Auction Fest Revenue 11,162.11 11,162.11 31,666.64

School Support and Fund Raising 2,576.65 2,576.65 6,200.00

Other Income (Grants incl.) 399.41 399.41

Transferred from Savings 102,051.00 62,000.00 40,051.00 6,584.68

Total Income 416,074.12 213,782.06 202,691.47 151,954.14 184,857.96
   

Expense   

Salaries, Wages, and Benefits 170,592.96 20,498.92 150,094.04 19,926.72 143,199.00  

Telephone Expense 2,522.34 1,327.03 1,195.31 1,498.48 1,333.36

Altar and Church Supplies 936.71 936.71 1,525.00

Administrative Expenses 8,275.53 4,563.65 3,711.88 5,711.55 3,066.76

Education and Ministry Expenses 1,072.10 1,072.10 3,133.36

Utilities 4,186.26 1,568.51 2,617.75 3,063.36 11,433.36

Building and Grounds Mtnc. 80,849.94 58,075.80 22,774.14 61,693.80 10,001.24

Property and Liability Insurance 4,529.40 2,462.50 2,066.90 2,874.00 2,000.00

School Assessments 92,233.33 92,233.33 91,333.36

Diocesan Support 3,121.32 3,121.32 3,242.00

Instruction Expenses 37,163.75 37,163.75 15,446.76

Curriculum and Staff Dev, 206.96 206.96 1,133.36

School Support/ Fund Raising Exp 0.00 1,500.00

Other Expenses 299.25 299.25 153.00

Total Expense 405,989.85 186,159.12 219,830.73 194,154.63 189,113.84

Net Income  10,084.27 27,622.94 -17,139.26 -42,200.49 -4,255.88

 

  

We had been doing very well with your generous regular support of the Parish and Church 
Renovation fund; however, we had a poor October as giving was down for regular church 
support and we had to transfer $6,000 out of savings for operating expenses.  The $27,000 
Parish profit that shows year-to-date is money for the Renovation Fund.  Thank you. 
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contribution to the church 
before year-end. 

IRA Distributions-Rule 
allowing tax-free treatment of 
IRA distributions donated to 
charity is extended to 2008 and 
2009 by the 2008 Extenders 
Act 2059(a) DivC. Under the 
Act, taxpayers age 70½ or 
older may exclude from gross 
income up to $100,000 of their 
qualified charitable 
distributions for each tax year 
beginning in 2008 and 2009. 

This is beneficial to the 
following taxpayers: (which is 
not all inclusive) 
* Those who do not itemize 
deductions on their tax return 
* Those whose taxable social 

security income would 
increase due to the extra IRA 
income 
* Those who itemized 
deductions on their tax return, 
but the itemized deductions are 
barely in excess of the standard 
deduction 
* Those who have more than 
$12,000 of pension/retirement 
income.  

If you have further 
questions on the IRA 
Distributions, please feel free 
to call 
Tony 
Elbert at 
852-9074. 

DAA is almost 
complete.  With $20,276 
pledged as of October 27th, the 
parish is nearing our projected 
goal of $20,366.77.  

Rick Brennan has resigned 
from the Finance 
committee.  Nick Steinkamp 
has agreed to fill his spot.  We 
would like to thank Rick for 
his dedicated time and service 
on this committee. 

Our year-end is December 
31st.  We are doing better than 
last year, but to date, we are 
behind in our monthly 
budget.  We had to take $6000 
out of savings last month to 
meet our budget.  Please 
remember to make your 

News from the Finance Committee—Mary Lee Orr 

There are tri-folds of 
“Celebrating Advent with 
Your Family.”  This has many 
activities that you and your 
family can do together 
preparing for Jesus.  Advent 
calendars with short prayer 
services on the backs are 
available for children, youth, 
and adults in the back of 
church.   

The booklet called, 
“Whose Birthday Is It, 
Anyway?” is also available.  It 
has reflections, fun activities, 
interesting articles, and many 

resources to prepare the family 
to celebrate the coming of 
Jesus.   

We also have an adult 
booklet provided for you 

called “Word Among Us.”  
Please feel free to take this 
home with you and your 
family for the special season of 
Advent.   

We will also have the 
Angel tree in the back of 
church starting Nov. 30th & 
Dec. 1st.  This tree will have 
angels on it that represent a 
resident at one of the care 
centers in town.  It will have 
the item the resident would 
like plus some extra items you 
can choose from.   

Advent and Christmas Activities for You and Your Family 
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What will you and 
family do to include Christ 
in your Advent and 
Christmas?  

We will use this custom 
in the Parish this year.  A 
manger will be placed by 
the Baptismal font with 
some straw nearby.  On the 
weekends before or after 
Mass.  Children or anyone 
can place a piece of straw in 
the manger if they have 

done some act of kindness. 
Some Questions for 

reflection:  
-Will we come closer to 

one another by the things 
we do to prepare for and to 
celebrate the festival of 
Christmas? 

-Will our celebrations 
include, in some way, the 
poor and the hungry of our 
world? 

-Will our celebration 

make us holy or merely fat?  
-Will our gifts to one 

another be expressions of 
love from our hearts or 
more useless things to 
complicate and clutter our 
lives?  

-Will we look back on 
Christmas of 2008 and say, 
"We have seen His glory!" 
or will we 
say, "Is that 
all there is?" 

Father Clem’s Column –continued from the front page— 

Our beautiful church 
building will be 125 years old in 
the year 2009. Not old by 
comparison with many churches 
in Europe, but certainly an 
esteemed building that is 
irreplaceable in the history of 
our Catholic faith in 
Emmetsburg.  Holy Family 
parish can and should be proud 
of their church.  If we are to 
keep it, we have to maintain it. 

We have completed the first 
phase of the church maintenance 
by putting on a new roof and 
gutters. Thanks to your 
generosity and the Derald 
Coburn estate, this phase is 
totally paid for. The roof is 
guaranteed for the life of the 
building and the workmanship 
for ten years. The next phase is 
to have the brick waterproofed 
in the spring of 2009. The brick 

is a soft brick and this process 
needs repeated about every ten 
years. We will begin the interior 
renovation phase when the 
money is collected for that stage 
of the plan.  Outlined dates 
could be the latter part of 2009 
or the winter of 2010 depending 
on donations. 

Yes, we still need money to 
complete the project but we keep 
making progress. Our goal is 
$245,000 and we have 162 
families who have pledged 
$207,047.00.  This is wonderful 
and we thank you for those 
pledges. We hope more 
parishioners will make a pledge 
or give a donation to achieve the 
goal of $245,000.00.  Please 
keep the pledges and donations 
coming to complete this needed 
parish renovation project. If 
pledges could be made by the 

2008-year end, it would help our 
planning committee 
tremendously. 

If you visit with former 
parishioners, ask them if they 
would like to donate to our 
project. All efforts are 
appreciated in securing funds for 
this project.  Thank you for your 
continued generosity and help in 
completing the renovation of our 
beautiful, historical church. 

Church Renovation Update—Samuel Clemens 
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being addressed as well. 
Before you can address the 
future needs of the parish, it is 
necessary to understand what 
the future needs might be. The 
question is what is the future 
vision of our parish? Where do 
we want to be in 5, 10 or 20 
years? And how do we get 
there from here? 

The Council is beginning 
to pull together the necessary 
action items that are required 
to complete a strategic plan for 
the Holy Family Parish. One of 
the first steps will be to survey 
the parish family to obtain 
information on what they see 
as the needs of the parish. 
Once the surveys are 
completed, a smaller group of 
parishioners and parish leaders 
will meet to review and 
identify themes.  These themes 

will need to be further 
dissected and discussed. In the 
end, it will be important to 
come up with a smaller 
number of focus areas with a 
few goals in each area. This 
process will take time, but the 
completion date goal is July 1st 

2009. The important task will 
be defining who is responsible 
for each focus area, a plan of 
how to accomplish the 
identified goals, and how to 
implement the plan. 

If you have any questions, 
please contact Father Clem 
Currans or any of the Parish 
Council members who are: 
JoAnn Higgins, Ken Lang, 
Tom Lee, Vince Leners, 
Sheryl Nolan, Ellen Picray, 
and Lynn Schultes. 

The Holy Family Parish 
Council meets monthly to plan 
and coordinate the overall 
policy of the Parish which is to 
enrich the spiritual life of each 
parishioner by sharing time, 
talent and treasure to glorify 
the presence of Christ in our 
community through Worship, 
Service, Catholic Education 
and Christian Living. 

There are a number of 
standing committees: finance, 
education, liturgy & 
spirituality, service, 
community, building & 
grounds and stewardship & 
development. The Council is 
working to make sure current 
activities are meeting the needs 
of our parish community and 
taking steps to ensure that the 
future needs (such as current 
church renovation projects) are 

Parish Council News—Tom Lee 

The Wednesday Women’s 
Group (WWG) is for women 
of all ages and all 
denominations.  We meet 
every Wednesday from 9:00am 
– 10:45 am.  Watch the weekly 
bulletin for where we’ll meet.  
Bring your children for some 
playtime. 

Our mission is to have a 
place to go every week to have 
fellowship with other women.  
To have a little something 
warm for you to drink and eat, 

a little prayer and a little 
information of being a 
Christian Mother, that you can 
think about and take home to 
your family and friends. 

Fro the next six weeks 
we’ll be going through the 
book, A Mother’s Rule of Life, 
by Holly Pierlot and talks from 
a CD given by Kim Hahn, a 
nationally known converted 
Catholic and mother of six 
children and wife of 
Steubenville Professor, Scott 

Hahn. 
This scripture study brings 

to the forefront our hopes and 
desires, sorrows and joys of 
being a mother in today’s 
world. 

Please feel free to jump in 
and join us whenever you can.  
It’s a good place to be. 

Please call Valerie Fakler 
at 712-852-6852 (cell) or 712-
859-3280 (home) for more 
information and watch the 
weekly bulletin for updates. 

Wednesday Women’s Group—Valerie Fakler 

The Catholic Daughters of 
the Americans, Court St. Rose 
of Lima #14 began their new 
year with Mass on September 
2, 2008, followed by a potluck 
dinner and program. 

Mary Brown, a new 
member, was welcomed and 
installed at the October 
meeting with a special 
reception.   

October 19, 2008 was 
designated as National 
Catholic Daughters of America 
Day.  The theme for this year 
is "We are Called to Develop 
and Share Our God Given 
Talents as Women Embracing 
Gift of Humanity."  During the 

month of October our 
members sponsored a pancake 
breakfast and our annual 
coffee and bake sale.  A 
portion of the profits will be 
shared with the Emmetsburg 
Catholic School Library. 

The WRAP (White 
Ribbon Against Pornography) 
campaign will be from Sunday, 
October 26th through 
November 2nd, 2008.  White 
ribbons will be made available 
following the scheduled 
Masses. 

A Mass for deceased 
Catholic Daughters of America 
members was celebrated on the 
first Thursday in November.  

A memorial service for 
members deceased during the 
past year was held at the 
monthly meeting. 

A monthly Bible study 
group was initiated at the 
Emmetsburg Care Center and 
the attendance is increasing 
with each meeting.  We will be 
delivering Christmas gifts in 
December to CDA members 
who reside in the local nursing 
homes. 

Our meetings are held on 
the first Tuesday of each 
month from September to June 
with the exception of January.  
Guests are always welcome. 

Catholic Daughters of America (CDA) News—Jane Bruch 
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deceased during this time 
frame.   

The Tootsie Roll campaign 
for the Intellectually Disabled 
was successful with collections 
at the football games, local 
grocery stores and churches 
located in Emmetsburg and 
Ruthven.  Collections will be 
presented to Horizons 
Unlimited with a portion 
tagged for the Special 
Olympics program. 

A guard of fourth degree 
Knights from Emmetsburg, 
Laurens, Estherville and West 
Bend honored Bishop Walker 

of Sioux City as he confirmed 
candidates of the Holy Family 
Parish.  Confirmation in 
Graettinger is slated for April, 
2009.   

The Harvest Dinner will be 
in the archives when this 
article is published but we 
would like to thank those who 
enjoyed the food and 
hospitality shared during the 
event.  We appreciate the 
monetary and social support 
we receive.  Again, thank you. 

 

The Knights of Columbus 
began their 2008-2009 year 
enjoying a soup supper with 
their wives.  The Emmetsburg 
chapter of the Knights of 
Columbus does not meet 
during the summer months of 
June, July and August so 
members can enjoy activities 
with family and friends.  The 
chapter remains active during 
those months with 
participation in summer 
celebrations such as parades.  
We continue to recite the 
rosary for any brothers 

Knights of Columbus—Charles Rezabek 
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1.  Plan ahead.  Instead 
of going on auto-pilot the 
day after Thanksgiving, 
hold a family meeting to 
decide what the group really 
wants to do and who's 
going to do what. 

2.  If you need a 
symbol for giving (in 
addition to Jesus and 
the Three Wise 
Ones), learn about 
St. Nicholas.  Santa 
Claus has been 
completely taken over 
by commerce. 

3.  Avoid debt.  
Refuse to be pressured 
by advertising to 
overspend. 

4.  Avoid Stress.  
Give to yourself.  
Don't assume that things 
have to be the same way 
they have always been. 

5.  Draw names rather 
than everyone giving 
something to everyone else 
in the giving circle.  Set a 
ceiling price for gifts.  Give 
children ONE thing they 
really want rather than so 
many gifts.  If need be, pool 
funds. 

6.  Give appropriate 
gifts.  Get to know the 

recipient. Give what they 
want to receive, not what 
you want to buy. 

7.  Give alternative 
gifts.  Give 25% of what 

you spent last year to the 
needy....individuals or local, 
national or international 
groups. 

Buy crafts, clothing or 
other items from developing 
countries at alternative gift 
markets so the artisans 
receives a fair price rather 
than commercial importers. 

Give of yourself not just 
"stuff".  A coupon book of 
services for later usage; 
baby-sitting, baked goods, 

sewn items, composed 
items or a family service 
project, such as working 
together at a soup kitchen. 

8.  Celebrate Advent 
for four weeks before 
Christmas.  Use the 
booklet `Whose 
Birthday Is It, 
Anyway?" as an 
appropriate guide. 
9.  Put the gifts 
under the tree 
shortly before 
opening them.  Take 
turns opening them 
around the tree, not all 
at once, so that each 
gift is admired and the 
giver thanked. 
10.  Make changes 
slowly but 

persistently.  Don't try to 
change everything and 
everyone all at once.  The 
resistance will make you 
feel defeated and lonely. 

Christmas Tips 
We have a small but 

excellent group this year and 
we are having a lot of fun as 
we are learning about the 
Catholic Faith. We have one 
member who we are 
threatening to redo his Baptism 

by taking him for a dunk in the 
Lake! ☺We have two people 
who have joined us because 
they just wanted to learn more 
about their faith and can do a 
better job of sharing it with 
their children.  We are very 

grateful to are leaders who 
help out and make the program 
possible: Mary Ann Young, 
Mary Ellen Leners, and Dan 
and Margaret Montag. 

RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults—Father Clem Currans 
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Kristine Mulholland has taken over 
the work on the web page. Check it out 
she has made some nice changes. We 
thank her for using her talents to help 
out the parish. New schedules will be on 

there soon for 2009. There is also a link to the 
school web page.  Check it all out online! 

Webpage www.iowatelecom.net/~holyfamily—Father Clem Currans 



Emmetsburg Catholic 
School recently completed a site 
visit by the Iowa Department of 
Education and Diocesan Office 
of Education.  The visit was a 
very positive experience by the 
time the final report was given.  
Students, parents, and staff were 
given the opportunity to share 
their mission and vision of 
Emmetsburg Catholic School.  
A few of the highlights of the 
visit were that the mission, 
goals, and vision are shared by 
all stakeholders.  There are high 
expectations and the students are 
proud of those expectations and 
have internalized these 
expectations. 

Under leadership, the 
students and teachers all feel 
empowered to be leaders.  They 
are truly collaborators.  The 
students feel that they are 
leaders and can identify the 
leadership skills.  Parents 
volunteer, and there is not a lack 
of commitment or dedication to 
the school.  They also 
recommended that we continue 
with the grant writing that fits 
the needs that we have as a 
school. 

The team commended 
Emmetsburg Catholic School for 
its collaboration with the 
community including 
Emmetsburg Community 
Schools.  They noted that the 
teaching and learning 
environment is very positive and 
that the rules are consistently 

enforced.  They enjoyed the 
building and commented on its 
good condition and the nice 
classroom size. 

Last, they said that our 
multi-age groupings support 
differentiated learning.  The 
technology is excellent with the 
presentation stations and the 
software.  Service projects are 
on-going and support real life.  
Recommendations included 
more marketing, documenting 
points of pride, and use of 
student data to highlight the 
excellent education that the 
students at Emmetsburg 
Catholic School receive.  When 
we receive the official report 
from the Department of 
Education, we will share more 
information. 

Please look at our new 
website at 
emmetsburgcatholic.org.  The 
menus, calendars, and classroom 
happenings are all posted.  The 
newsletter is also available on-
line. Teachers are posting such 
things as assignments and 
spelling lists.  Take a look and 
let us know how you like it.  Our 
new e-mail addresses are also 
on-line, and you can contact us 
that way. 

Advent is approaching, and 
we will be doing some service 
projects as a school.  We will go 
caroling at the nursing homes, 
adopt-a-family, and other 
service projects.  Watch for the 
updates. Advent is a time to 

focus on the blessings we have 
and share them freely with 
others.  The best gift we can 
give Jesus for Christmas is to 
share love and kindness with 
each other. 

Catholic Schools' Week 
will begin the end of January.  
We will have a concert and 
celebrate our wonderful school.  
One of the items on our wish list 
during Catholic Schools' Week 
is donations for new blinds in 
the classrooms. 

Finally, the Monsignor 
Lafferty Tuition Foundation is 
seeking donations to support 
tuition assistance at Emmetsburg 
Catholic School.  We need about 
$17,000.00 more to meet our 
goals.  Donations that are given 
can receive up-to a 90% tax 
credit with state and federal 
combined.  Check with your tax 
advisor on how it could help 
you.  We have fliers at the 
school and church with more 
information.  If you have 
questions, contact Jean Hyslop 
for more information.  The due 
date for all donations is 
December 1, 2008, if you want 
to designate a specific 
school.  After December 1, 
2008, the money will go to the 
schools with the most need.  If 
you need a tax credit, please 
think seriously about donating to 
the Monsignor Lafferty Tuition 
Foundation. 
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on Sunday evenings from 6:00-
7:00 p.m.    

The Angel Tree will be going 
up in the back of church 
Thanksgiving weekend.  Please 
share your blessings with those 
less fortunate.  If you take an angel 
please return it by December 12, 
2008, to the church.  Make sure 
that the packages are clearly 
marked with the number of the 
angel.  Take time during Advent to 
share your love of Jesus with 
others through acts of kindness.   

So much glitter and glitz is 
going up already for Christmas, 
remember to take time for your 
family and friends who need your 
love and kindness.  I love the 

glitter and glitz because I like 
pretty things, but Christmas isn’t 
glitter and glitz, it is about the 
birth of Jesus Christ, let us try to 
keep Him at the forefront of our 
lives during Advent and 
throughout the year.  

Finally, the religious 
education department is looking 
for volunteers to serve on the 
Religious Education Board.  It has 
been some years since we have 
had a board up and running.  We 
would like a balance of parents, 
parishioners, teachers, and 
students on the board.  Please call 
and leave a message for Jean at 
852-3187 if you are interested.  
Have a blessed Thanksgiving.  

Religious education is off and 
running for the new year.  The fifth 
of October, twenty-nine students 
were confirmed by Bishop R. 
Walker Nickless at Holy Family 
Parish.  Now we are looking to 
First Reconciliation and First Holy 
Communion for our second 
graders.  Please pray for them as 
they prepare for these sacraments.   

The religious education 
department is thankful for the 
parents, grandparents, and parish 
members who have stepped 
forward to teach religious 
education classes this year.   
Religious education classes are 
now in the evening, from 6:45-7:45 
p.m. for grades K-8.  JAM meets 

Religious Education News—Jean Hyslop 

We have added Hannah 
Bird, daughter 
of Rick and Julie Bird to our 
cantors for the Mass and she is a 
welcome addition.  We will be 
losing the voice of Karen Ruddy 
for a few months as she and her 
husband Vic are members of the 
snowbird population. We still 
have not had anyone step 
forward that is interested in 
playing the keyboard.  The 
monthly calendar for cantors and 
keyboardists is made available d
uring the last week of the month 
and sometimes a little 
before. Look for it in the back of 
the Church in special 
places, one located on the north 
wall and one by the middle door, 
pick one up and take it home.   If 

there is a reason that you can not 
do what you are scheduled for, 
please let the keyboardists know 
that it is not going to work.  If it 
is possible for you to 
find a substitute it makes my job 
a little easier.  Sometimes a trade 
can be made with someone. If a 
practice time is not suitable, just 
let me know, as we will work 
something out.   You can leave a 
message on my answering 
machine if I am not at 
home.  Again my number is 
852-2836. 

Thanks again for what you 
do for your Parish and have a 
blessed Advent and Christmas 
season.  May all of you find 
peace in your hearts and 
continue to pray for peace in the 
world. 

The Church year is 
approaching the season of 
Advent, which is the beginning of 
the liturgical year, and the 
preparation for the Birth of the 
Christ Child. 

The choir will begin practici
ng for these events on the 1st 
Thursday of November at 7p.m. 
Anyone who wishes to join us 
and add their voices to the choir 
would be most welcome.  Also, 
if anyone is interested in playing 
a musical instrument for these 
special times, please let myself at 
852-2836 or Terry Sorenson, our 
Director (852-2570) know of 
your interest.  We know there is 
talent out there and we would 
love to see it put to use in the 
praise of God at Mass. 

Parish Music Ministry—Myrna Heddinger 


