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~ EWALU Campers ~ 
 
Fourteen youth from First Lutheran will be attending church camp at 
EWALU this summer.  They are Kelsi Askeland, Joe Burke, Madalynn 
Burke, Tyler Cassutt, Noah Crumpton, Cole Engel, Dawn Henderson, 
Leah Henderson, Sarah Henderson, Hailey Hershey, Kaylee Muller, 
Colton Wheeler, Kathryn Wheeler, Hunter Zieser. 
 

In the June 2010 issue of The Lutheran magazine, an article entitled 
ά/ŀƳǇ /ƘŀƴƎŜŘ aȅ [ƛŦŜέ ƳŀƪŜǎ reference to Camp EWALU.  Included in 
the article is a picture of campers at EWALU gathered around the camp-
fire.  The following is quoted from the article, written by Julie B. Selvig.   
 

 For some it was that memorable week at camp and all its 
ŀƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎΥ ŎŀƳǇŦƛǊŜǎΣ ǎΩƳƻǊŜǎΣ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎΣ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊǎΣ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ 
friends, faith. For others, it was that week and much, 
much more: discovering vocation, meeting a future 
spouse or a faith stirred up for a lifetime of service.  

 

 Memories stay with campers for a lifetime.  Among those 
who responded to a reader call in The Lutheran about    
Bible camp was Myrtle Olson, 90, of St. John Lutheran 
Church, Richland Center, Wis.  She attended Luther Park in 
/ƘŜǘŜƪΣ ²ƛǎΦΣ ƛƴ мфоу ŀƴŘ мфофΥ  άL ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ 
great speakers...the encouragement of the Bible study, the 
devoted camp counselors who led us every night in discus-
ǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŦƛǊŜǎΧέ   

 

The youth who will be attending camp are sure to have many great 
memories and stories to share when they return home - stories of all 
the wonderful experiences they had and the new friendships made.  
Ask them to share the details of their exciting summer with you! 

mailto:hwfascher310@hotmail.com
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Please take note:   
The summer worship schedule will begin on 

Memorial Day weekend and end on  Labor 

Day weekend with one Sunday  service only 

at 9:00 A.M. The 1st & 3rd Sundays will be 

Setting 10 and the 2nd & 4th Sundays will be 

Feast and Celebration. 

 

 

Studying the Church at Corinth  
 

Come join us every Wednesday morning at 

10:30 A.M. to study Godôs Word in the First Let-

ter of St. Paul to the Corinthians. The Christians 

at Corinth faced many of the problems that 

Christians face today in a culture that contra-

dicts Christian beliefs and principles. God 

speaks to us through 1 Corinthians concerning: 

the Gospel and the unity of the church, Christian 

freedom, the victory of Christôs redemptive death 

and resurrection, and the power of the Holy 

Spirit, which is ours through Christôs victory. 

 

RAGBRA I  is coming to 

Manchester on Friday, July 30. 

Hosting 10,000+ visitors will 

require hundreds of volunteers to 

perform a variety of tasks. Infor-

mation can be found on manchesterragbrai.com. 

Follow the link to volunteers. To volunteer hous-

ing for riders, click on the housing link on the 

website and find a form to fill out. You may also 

pick up a volunteer form at the Manchester Cham-

ber of Commerce. Please join us in making these 

guests feel welcome to our great community. 

God Squad Leadership Help Needed  
 

God Squad youth, 4th-6th grade, is 
looking for a new leader or leaders. 
My term is completed, and so far we 
have no one lined up to lead this 

group going forward. If interested, please con-
tact me for more information!   
 

          ~ Julie Frick  

 

     Multimedia  
     Task Force  
        Update  
 

Very recently we received a generous donation 

ŦǊƻƳ .ƛƭƭ {ŜŜŘƻǊŦŦΩǎ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

funding of our Multimedia Project, and allows 

all three phases to move forward.  This gift will 

enhance worship services, improve the quality 

of radio broadcasts to the community, and al-

low a remote option that will support Bible-

centered programs in the fellowship hall.  Our 

Multimedia Task Force thanks all of you who 

offered your input relative to the location of 

the audio/visual booth.  The task force took all 

comments into account and decided it will be 

located in the back/left corner of the sanctuary 

as you face the altar.  If you have any questions 

please feel free to contact any member of the 

task force.    

                                      ~  Melanie Schiltz 
 
 

 

Congratulations to these 4th graders  
who received their first communion  

on Maundy Thursday . . . 
 

Madalynn Burke, daughter of Tim & Pam  
Noah Crumpton, son of Mick & Brenda  

Cole Engel, son of Doug & Lynette  
Leah Henderson, daughter of Mike & Eva  
Kaylee Muller, daughter of Brian & Jodi  

Leah Neiers, daughter of Mike & Jennifer  
Miranda Willie, daughter of David and Becky 

Hunter Zieser, son of Tony and Mary  
 

(Sincere apologies to Miranda and Hunter, 
whose names were inadvertently left off  

of the list in the May Lamplighter.) 
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              Pastor Rabaryõs Deliberations . . . . . . 

 

Busyness, Meaning, and Balanced Christian Living  

Recently, I had a God incidence when I saw    
our motto First Things First in a chapter about 
balancing family and professional life. In ñFirst 
Things Firstò, Stephen Covey says that we can 
choose to live either by a clock or by a compass. 
He put it this way,   
 
ñIf we live by a clock, we are consumed by 
appointments, objectives, schedules, and 
activities. If, instead, we choose to live by a 
compass, we are guided by our visions, 
values, principles, mission, direction, and 
destiny.ò  
 

Covey strongly advises us to know what is really 
important and central to us. In other words, he is 
pointing to our priority in life.  
 
For those who follow Jesus, his teaching sets up 
the principle of our priority. ñBut seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be given to you as well.ò   
(Matthew 6:33)  
 
Our relationship with God through faith in Jesus 
Christ is central. That relationship gives us the 
notion of eternity in our heart and provides us a 
sense of purpose and direction in life. Thus, eve-
rything else in life - such as family, career, lifeôs 
outlook, and friendship - flows from it. When our 
life is first anchored in that relationship, the Holy 
Spirit helps us live a balanced life. 
 
Living a balanced life, however, has always been 
a challenge for those who follow Jesus Christ. 
The story of the two sisters, Martha and Mary, in 
Luke 10:38-42 illustrates that. When Martha is 
overwhelmed with so many tasks, she tells Je-
sus that her sister Mary should help her out in-
stead of sitting by the Lordôs feet listening to him. 
Marthaôs sentiment may also be reflected in our 
low view of those who devote themselves to 
prayer rather than ñdoing something.ò 
 

Jesusô response focuses on the central issue for 
both Martha and Mary and for us. ñMartha, Mar-
tha, you are worrying and are upset about a lot 
of things, but there is need of one.ò The one 
thing, or the One, who was needful and neces-
sary was there [Jesus], and Marthaôs busyness 
kept her from being aware of that moment of 
grace while her sister Mary was abiding in it.  
 
Doing more and more or acquiring more and 
more will make life less and less meaningful. St. 
Augustine was right on when he realized that the 
human heart is restless until it rests in God. God 
has made you for himself, and busyness through 
quantity of activity would not satisfy the deep 
longing of your heart.       
 
Let Christôs words dwell in you richly and shape 
your heart and mind to live by what really mat-
ters: joyful living without anxiety (Phil. 4:4-6); 
good stewardship of our time, money, and tal-
ents (Matt. 25:14-30; Eph. 5:15, 16); work with 
excellence (Col. 3:23); active worship life and 
belonging to a community of believers (Heb. 
10:25); raising our children in the training and 
instruction of the Lord (Eph. 6:4).  
 
When Jesus said, ñI have come that you may 
have life and have it abundantly,ò (John 10:10b), 
his statement could be viewed in terms of qual-
ity, significance, and balance. Itôs worth noting 
that the ñyouò there is both singular and plural. In 
short, the individual experiences Christôs abun-
dant life in and through the community of believ-
ers. We never grow spiritually 
in isolation, but always within 
the fellowship of other Chris-
tians in Christôs Church.  
 
                 Pastor Rabary 
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~ LSI News ~  
 

The Love of a Family: Forever, For Always  
 

Family is often thought of as the most pre-
cious gift given to us by God. However, the 
thought of family is not always one which 
brings feelings of joy, fulfillment or even love. 
June is recognized as National Family Month 
to bring families together. This recognition 
was created to raise awareness and empha-
size the importance of family ï kids, mothers, 
fathers, relatives and caregivers ï and to en-
courage supporting one another.  
 

Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) seeks to build 
and expand healthy relationships to Iowaôs 
families through our Family-Centered ser-
vices. LSI understands that all families experi-
ence crises, and our programs help families 
work through these times and use the experi-
ences to learn and grow. Through education 
and crisis management, our staff help build 
stronger families across Iowa. The help of 
congregations like yours plays a pivotal role in 
the success of these family-centered pro-
grams. Your support allows LSI to continue 
fostering one of Godôs greatest blessings ï 
family.  
 

For more information on ways LSI provides 
hope to Iowaôs most vulnerable populations, 
visit www.lsiowa.org. 

 

UNICEFé.United States Fund 
 

First Lutheran Church: 
 

 Thank you for your recent contribution of 

$538.10, received on April 27, 2010, to the U.S. 

Fund for UNICEF to support emergency relief ef-

forts in Haiti.  The earthquake that struck on Tues-

day, January 12th in Haiti has brought this small 

nation in to a state of crisis of devastating propor-

tions.  The situation in Haiti is beyond any childôs 

control. Yet children are suffering disproportion-

ately, as the most basic elements of a secure child-

hood - shelter, healthcare, good nutrition, educa-

tion, and family stability - have become casualties 

to this natural disaster. Your contribution has come 

at a critical time. 
 

 Estimates suggest that 46% of Haitiôs nearly 

10 million people are under the age of eighteen.  

The special needs of children - for food, shelter, 

and protection - must be factored in at the very out-

set of relief efforts and UNICEF will do everything 

in its power to make sure these needs are met. 
 

 It is the support of thousands of schools, 

groups, volunteers and local communities that 

make our lifesaving work possible.  On behalf of 

the many lives you have touched, thank you for 

sharing in our mission of saving childrenôs lives. 
 

 Sincerely, 

 Caryl M. Stern, President & CEO 

  U.S. Fund for UNICEF 

  

òLunch and Learnó 
 

MUMC will once again be offering 

the òLunch and Learnó for school-

aged children from 11:30 -1:00 on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays through-

out the summer, beginning the first week of 

June and continuing through the first week of 

August.  Children are offered a time of learning 

with hands -on guidance from teachers and vol-

unteers of the WD School system. They are 

then served a free lunch. This program is 

funded entirely by donations from businesses 

and individuals in our community.  

 

30th Annual Christian Menôs Canoe Trip 
 

Travel down the beautiful Upper Iowa River.    

Enjoy the splendor of spring with a fellowship of 

Christian friends. Donuts for breakfast included! 
 

When:  Saturday, June 5th at 6:30 A.M. 

Where:  Meet at Central Park, Manchester 

(across from the Methodist Church) 

Cost:  Only $15.00 per person 

($5 if you bring your own canoe) 
 

Deadline for signing up is  

Friday, June 4th, 2010.  Contact  

Doug Robbins at 927-5804. 

http://www.lsiowa.org/
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The Bible vs. Cell Phones 
 

Ever wonder what would happen if we treated 
our  Bible like we treat our cell phone?  
 

§ What if we carried it around in our purses 
or pockets?  
   

§ What if we flipped through it several times       
a day?  

 

§ What if we turned back to go get it if we  
forgot it?  

   

§ What if we used it to receive messages 
from the text?  
   

§ What if we treated it like we couldn't live  
without it?  

   

§ What if we gave it to kids as gifts?  
   

§ What if we used it when we traveled?    
 

§ What if we used it in case of emergency?  
   

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻΦΦΦΦΦΦƘƳƳΧΦΦ 
where is my Bible?  hƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΧΦΦ 

   

§ Unlike our cell phone, we don't have to 
worry about our Bible being disconnected 
because Jesus already paid the  bill.  And 
no dropped calls!    

   

Makes you stop and think 'where are my 
ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΩΚ  

For all those Lutherans in Round Table! 

SINGING WITH THE LUTHERANS: 
by Garrison Keillor 

 

I have made fun of Lutherans for years - who 

wouldn't, if you lived in Minnesota ? But I 

have also sung with Lutherans and that is one 

of the main joys of life, along with hot baths 

and fresh sweet corn. We make fun of Luther-

ans for their blandness, their excessive calm, 

their fear of giving offense, their lack of speed 

and also for their secret fondness for macaroni 

and cheese. 
 

But nobody sings like them. If you ask an au-

dience in New York City, a relatively Luther-

anless place, to sing along on the chorus of Mi-

chael Row the Boat Ashore, they will look 

daggers at you as if you had asked them to 

strip to their underwear. But if you do this 

among Lutherans they'll smile and row that 

boat ashore and up on the beach! And down 

the road!  Lutherans are bred from childhood 

to sing in four-part harmony. It's a talent that 

comes from sitting on the lap of someone sing-

ing alto or tenor or bass and hearing the har-

monic intervals by putting your little head 

against that person's rib cage. It's natural for 

Lutherans to sing in harmony. We're too mod-

est to be soloists, too worldly to sing in unison. 

When you're singing in the key of C and you 

slide into the A 7th and D 7th chords, all two 

hundred of you, it's an emotionally fulfilling mo-

ment.  I once sang the bass line of Children of 

the Heavenly Father in a room with about three 

thousand Lutherans in it; and when we finished, 

we all had tears in our eyes, partly from the 

promise that God will not forsake us, partly from 

the proximity of all those lovely voices. By our 

joining in harmony, we somehow promise that 

we will not forsake each other. 

 

I do believe this: These Lutherans are the sort 

of people you could call up when you're in 

deep distress. If you're dying, they'll comfort 

you  If you're lonely, they'll talk to you. And if 

you're hungry, they'll give you tuna salad! 
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Our 2010  

Graduates 
 

The First Lutheran 

graduating seniors 

were honored at a 

reception between 

services on Sunday, 

May 9th. 
 

Congratulations to 

all of our seniors, 

and best wishes for a 

very successful and 

fulfilling future! 

Graduates pictured L to R:  David Snyder, Lucas Thomas, Gage State, Jolynn Till, 

Logan Schneider, Danielle Diesburg, Ryan Ehrig, Morgan Muller, Paul Moorhouse, 

Aaron Paulson, and Taylor Heinrichs.  Absent: Jacob Meyer, Matthew Zehr, and  

Jordan Mangold.    (photos courtesy of Joanne Kramer) 

Congratulations to the youth who were confirmed on Sun., May 23rd. Pictured above are:  

front row - Karen Hartman (teacher), Austin Beck, Ben Knutson, Leah Willie, Torin Kehrli;  

back row - Matt Knutson (mentor), Pastor Rabary, Marlaina Orcutt, Megan Thomas (mentor),  

Carter Frick, Lucas Thomas (mentor), Rylee State and Melanie Schiltz (teacher) 

2010  

Confirmation 

Class 


