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~ Midweek Lenten Worship Services ~

nWords t hat Last Fo

Christ had no epitaph. Buried in a borrowed tomb, no words were embla-

zoned across his grave. Instead, during the final hours of his life, Christ
mapped out his way of suffering with seven famous last words i seven
final phrases, remembered and recited throughout the agesfi tiny touch-

stones along his way of sorrows. We may find that these last words have a
lasting impact, even now, for us.

Our Lenten services wild/l
for a meal, served at 5:30, followed by the worship service at 6:30, each
Wednesday during Lent:

Service One: Forgivel............... February 17
Service Two: Paradise!............. February 24
Service Three: Behold!.............. March 3
Service Four: Forsaken!...........] March 10
Service Five: Thirstl................... March 17
Service Six: Finished................. March 24

Holy Week Services

Maundy Thursday: For You! ........... April 1
e(e)k’ Good Friday: Hands!..........ccccc.o...... April 2
_ ) )
VW Easter Sunday: Alleluial................... April 4
= = =2 0= 2 = = = 0

The Wednesday evening Lenten 0 Me a |
beginning at 5:30 each week, will be as follows:

& A saWweng schedutep

February 17............ God Squad

February 24............ Youth Mission Trip
March 3................ Mission Focus Group
March 10................ Heaven Bound Youth
March 17............... Confirmation

March 24 ................ Evangelism
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Mark Your Calendar:

Why does the church impose ashes Theannual meetingwill l_Je held on
Ash Wednesday when Jesus clearly sajfi, Sunday, February 7th, right after the
iBut when you f aeat,|| put oi 800AM. seryiget!
and wash your f?aceo]||l(Matt-hew B "2 AI A A AAAAA

Ashes are a paradoxical
symbol in the church. They f Heaven Bound Update
represent our two eexisting
realities. We are dust and w ASH ,
will die. At the same time, "W

A word about ashes . . . {

Hello from the Heaven Bound youth group.
would like to start by thanking all the people
we are saints, redeemed L who helped with the Silent Auction.  Thank you
the grace shown to us in ou for donating items and also for bidding on
baptism into the death and resurrection them. Fund raising is very important to the
Jesus Christ. An ash cross is traced on ¢ group because it helps to pay for things like
forehead in the same location as the cross dAcquire the Fireé that
Christ is traced in baptism, sometimes wil
oil. Therefore, we mark the beginning @
Lent with the recognition that we are mort3
sinners who need the grace of God
receive in baptism.
-reprinted from Seeds f ¢ tThhee Pawrixsh,biNgv .t/hDiemrg 6 €D m
Fireo in Des Moines. W
February 26th and return that Sunday in the
Committee Formed late afternoon. It is one evening, followed by a

The congregation voted to assemble a full day. There will be speakers, a drama
group to investigate the following direc- group, a worship band, and Christian music
tives for informational purposes only: groups. Then this summer we will be visiting
. . . Sisseton, S.D. on our mission trip. | will be
1. Benevolence giving consistent with ) ) i
and faithful to Eirst Lutheran mis- posting more details at a later time. | ask that
sion conviction. you keep the youth group members and the lead-
Mission support in partnership with ers in your prayers. It is a lot of work to keep
the Synod and direct mission sup- the group going, but is well worth the effort.
port to local and global mission pro-
jects. Peace in Christ,
Screening process for content of
educational material used at First
Lutheran.
. Ways to getting back to the basics WOW A COW Update
of Orthodox Christianity within the
Lutheran Tradition.

sion trip that we take yearly. We have not
been to the Meadows for some time, but the
flu season seems to be winding down, so we
hope to be able to return there shortly.

A grand total of $1093.19 was
donated to WOW A COW for

2009. All your spare change
will truly make a difference in

the lives of many! Thank you!

If you would like to give this committee feed-
back or have any comments or concerns,

please contact Gary Schmidt, Marlene Bishop,
Rita Dudley, Bruce Nieman, Steve Mercer, Vicki
Freiburger or Pat Maloney.
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Pastor

Sinful Judgment and R

AWho are we to judge?

ADo not judge, so that
Recently, these expressions have become

standard response to any form of criticism. For

good or for ill, they have become part of our

defensive gears in a culture of tolerance that

tends to elevate individual freedom above so-

cial responsibility.

In this pastoral letter, | intend to address the
i ssue of Ajudgment al i
spective. | do so by assuming that the Word of
God has authority over our lives - that is, it
shapes our thoughts, inspires our speech, and
motivates our actions.

Generally speaking, A
cial phenomenon we all know too well. Judg-
mentalism is a social sin; it is the habit of con-
stantly finding fault with what others say and
do. It is a disease of the spirit. The critic arro-
gantly assumes a superiority that entitles him
or her to assess the failings of others.

At first view the ver
not judgedo from Mat't
tute an absolute prohibition. Under no condi-
tions can a follower of Christ presume to pass
judgment on the behavior of another. This un-
derstanding seems to
writing t o t he Romans
have no excuse, whoever you are, when you
judge others; for in passing judgment on an-
other you condemn yourself, because you, the
j udge, are doing the
calls such a person
izes his or her judgment as sinful.

i

From other passages, however, it is clear that
God not only expects, but also insists that
Christians pass judgment on one another. In
Matthew 7:5, Jesus articulates the principle of
righteous judgment. Once the person is aware

Rabar yos

Del i ber at i

ighteous Judgment

p of AiDar ey bwnisia and thd gidgment that ! o
awgits i, hefskeycan mraérstabdehis protiteigoe d .
sisterdos sin and help hi

0

St. Paul differentiates between sins that
threaten the moral health of the Christian com-
munity and those that in his opinion were

much less serious. For instance, the cohabita-

tion of a man with his stepmother was not to

be tolerated (1 Corinthians 5:1-5). St. Matthew
sanpop | irreem td e bistalmiec aflz ep eor -
false prophets that spread false teachings within
the Christian community (Matthew 7:15-20).
St. Peter urges Christians to live a clean life
worthy of Chri st 0scoreal
tive |judgment tooperat&io their s
] peroflamftieésdsed 1PAML 4:1785. @ S O -

W

These various passages suggest that we can-

not totally abstain from judging one another.
Yet , our judgment mu s t
standard of truth in his Word and practically
model ed by Christbdés | ove

and genuine concebeng.for
se AJudge not , t hat vyou

N Wevare hot fderfest ereatures, butosedeermed snt | -
ners, relying on Godods
through the Holy Spirit. We need positive criti-
cism to help us treat others better and to enable
isgo bacamk nceeceffeeticke withasses Bf&larist.6 s

2. 1: 0OTherefore you
May our Lord God give us the spirit of wisdom,

humi |1 ty, and concern
being as we journey together toward the heav-
veelrlyy shaomiee .t HGorfdPss. P epELu P
hypocriteodo an

F

P

~

f

C

Pastor Rabary
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Death of WTS Student, Ben Larson

Please pray for the family of Ben Larson, 25, sen-
ior Wartburg Seminary student, who was killed in
the Haiti earthquake on Tuesday, January 12.
He is the son of the former bishop of the La-
Crosse synod, Rev. April-Ulring Larson and her
husband, Judd. Ben was on a J-term service trip
with his wife, Renee and cousin, Jonathan, both
WTS students. Renee and Jonathan survived.
Please pray also for the WTS family, impacted
greatly by this loss.

Benjamin Judd Ulring Splichal Larson was born
February 27, 1984 in Storm Lake, lowa. He is a

Dear Pastor Rabary and members,

Thank you for your gift of $1,174.00 tf

Lutheran Services in lowalt is the generosity

of people like you that supports the faith e

have through Christod
cus on serving | owabd
tions. Thank you for your generous suppd
God Bless!

Sincerely,

Kay M. Englin

V.P. of Advancement,

A

5
S n
rt!

graduate of Central High School, La Crosse, WI,

Church Relations and Advocacn

and of Luther College, Decorah, IA. Ben was to
graduate this May from Wartburg Theological
Seminary, Dubuque, IA. Ben married Renee
Splichal on December 29, 2007 in Garrison, ND.

Music oozed out ever His
passion was to sing Global songs of faith with the
people of God. He played guitar, mandolin, trom-
bone, cello, piano and any other instrument he
could get his hands on. But all who knew him
loved when he picked up a guitar and sang one
of the hundreds of songs he had written.

The family asks that memorials be directed to the
ELCA Disaster Response for Haiti, ELCA Global
Mi ssi on for t he Egl i g
(www.fbsynod.com) St . Josephotd
(www.heartswithhaiti.org), or Wartburg Theologi-
cal Seminary.

I will sing to the Lord as long as | live;
| will praise my God while | have my being.
Psalm 104:31-33

po0gtodadbodiodiodiadandiodiadsodindiodindindiutiadsediodiotondindiodiodsndiodntsodiodiodiodsndiodntoodindd

When you buy a quilt, you will help
Haiti. The First Lutheran Quilters
are selling the displayed quilts (i
the Fellowship Hall), and will donat
the proceeds for Haiti disaster relief. Regu
quilts are $40.00 and the baby quilts are $25.
Make your check out to First Lutheran Quilts.

In addition, monies from the kitchen fund a
flood relief fund, totaling $260.86, have be
transferred to the Haiti Earthquake Relief fund.

Thank you, Joanne Kramer
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LS| News ~ February, 2010

Parent s Li feods

E’a'{rent%:f roleB rencr}d(élé, hga?eps,y supporters,
volunteers and leaders. February has been
named National Parent Leadership Month. It
is an opportunity to publicly recognize and
honor parents for their leadership roles in
their homes and communities. By recogniz-
ing parent leadership we have the power to
strengthen families, prevent child abuse and

npgleptyapg fuild siope copypies, |

Ic_)Snln ?echanzres thBeOil)ﬁpSortance of programs
that work to assist parents by fostering great
parenting skills in order for families to be
successful. LSI 0s ea
and family-centered services help build the
skills that make parents great examples and
leaders for their children through education
and the promotion of positive parenting.
Your support of LSI allows us to continue to
strive to build and support safe families
across lowa. Your partnership in our ministry
of providing service to all through the love of
Jesus Christ is a key to bringing a source of
hope and creating faces of joy to families in
your community.

For more information on ways LSI provides
hope to | owads most
visit www.Isiowa.org.
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http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.fbsynod.com/
http://www.heartswithhaiti.org/

HIV Clinic in Jos, Nigeria
(Photos courtesy of Mary Beth Oyebade)

Some photos of what the clinic looks like at this time. . . We do not have a timetable for finishing one project before tt
other. We are just trying to find support for either project from a variety of areas. The outer shell of the clinic ¥8 up. No
it's time for all of the finishing work. Our current plan is to try to raise enough funds to complete one wing of the clinic
and move into that. With time, the other 2 wings will be completed.
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