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Welcoming Anno Domini 2010   
 

The present article came out of my pastorôs desk while I 

was serving at Immanuel Lutheran Church of Earlville 

ten years ago. Lots of things have changed ever since. Im-

manuel is no more. Some of Godôs people from there are 

still around while others have gone to be with our Lord.   

I was a younger pastor then; now old age starts creeping in slowly. You, 

the reader, too have aged, havenôt you? Thanks a lot pastor, the obvious is 

plain to see, no? Thank God that ñJesus is the same, yesterday, today, and 

forever.ò (Hebrews 13:8)  
 

 ñI am with you always to the end of the ageò (Matthew 28:20b) 
 

Christ said these encouraging words to his disciples before he ascended to 

heaven 2000 years ago. Taking Jesusô words to heart, the disciples got busy 

and spread the good news of the Kingdom to every corner of this globe. As a 

result of their faithfulness, millions have followed Jesus across century.  
 

Yet, there are still people who have not heard the message of salvation. 

There are those who heard but still postpone their decision for Christ. There 

are those who worship Jesus once in a while. And there are those who are 

taking some sort of ñleave of absenceò from Jesus.  
 

Wherever you happen to be in these categories, Godôs love for you has 

never changed and will never change. For the Lord says, ñI have loved you 

with an everlasting love; therefore, I continued my faithfulness to 

youò (Jeremiah 31:3). Godôs love blows our mind away, for it does not de-

pend on how we treat God or his church. Godôs love was expressed through 

the gift of his Son, Jesus, on behalf of rebellious sinners like you and I. 
 

Sometimes though, we tend to take Godôs love for granted and interpret the 

free gift of salvation as cheap. Jesusô salvation is free not cheap. Jesus paid 

the ultimate price for you and I: his life on the cross. Maybe, we are not con-

vinced of our sinful condition yet and think that we are not that bad. What 

we think of ourselves may be important, but important as it might, God 

looks at us from his own standard of perfection, not ours.  
  
       . . . .continued on pg. 3 
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God Squad: The calendar of events is listed here, but subject to change. The God Squad 

bulletin board in the Sunday School wing is kept updated with changes and announcements, so 
please check that each week.  We have lots of fun activities planned and look forward to seeing 
all of the 4th-6th graders! 
 

January             Cosmic Bowling & Rec center family fun day with Taco Bar 

February            Ice Skating & Movie Night 

March                Meal with a Message Lenten Dinner    

  & Easter Egg hunt for the younger children 

April                   Mini Golf at Penn Center & Mystery Night  

May/June/July   Family Float down the Maquoketa River & a Pool Party at Frick's 

Congratulations, Pastor Rabary!  
 

On December 5, 2009 the 

candidacy committee of 

the Northeastern Iowa 

Synod acted to approve 

the Rev. Dr. Jean Rabary 

into the clergy roster of the ELCA.  

The First Lutheran congregation 

congratulates you, Pastor Rabary - 

youõre a ôrealõ pastor now! 

 

FAFSS Update . . . . . . .  
 

A reminder to parents that FAF SS will not be held 
on December 27, January 3, or January 10.  Les-
sons will resume on January 17 with a rotation 
about John the Baptist.  Many thanks to all who 
made the FAF SS Christmas program possi-
ble.  For fear of missing a name, we won't thank 
everyone by name but rest assured, it takes many 
volunteers to present a program!  Music, lights, 
sound, costumes, scripts, prompters, mic holders, 
riser putter-uppers and taker-downers, musicians, 
the snack servers, the list goes on and on.  We 
especially thank Laura Clute for pulling it all to-
gether as our program director. She was ably as-
sisted by Pam and Tim Burke. If you missed the 
programs, you missed a great re-telling of the 
Christmas story and delightful singing by children 
of all ages.  Once again, if you have comments or 
concerns about the Faith at First Sunday School, 
please contact Sandy Swanson or the Burkes.  
  

TO GOD BE THE GLORY!  

Oh, no! Was 

that today?  

Take note . . . 

 

Annual Report: Itôs that time again!!  I need the 

chairmen of all Committees to prepare a report on 

their committeeôs activities during 2009 and either 

bring it to the office or email it to me at 

lms@iowatelecom.net.  If you have a checkbook, 

then you need to prepare a report for it also. Com-

mittee reports are due January 15th. 

      - Thank you, Linda M. Stoner 

 
Mark Your Calendar:  Annual meeting will be held 

February 7th right after the 8:00 A.M. service! 

mailto:lms@iowatelecom.net
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              Pastor Rabaryõs Deliberations . . . . . . 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

I thank God that He did not send Jesus to judge the whole world yet. If that were the case, are you 

sure that God would open the door of heaven for you? What if God tells you that you were so busy 

with earthly things and forgot to take care of your eternal destination? Since He rarely sees you at 

worship in his sanctuary, you give Him reason to believe that you did not enjoy his presence. God 

would draw the following conclusion:  ñHe/she would not be fit to live with me eternally in heaven 

because heaven is a place for those who liked Godôs companionship on earth.ò  

 

I thank God that He gives all of us more time to come to our senses. I do believe that Year 2000, and 

every year for that matter, should start with a reality check of our spiritual direction in life. The world 

might not have ended at midnight of December 31, 1999, but it will end one day as Godôs Word said 

when Jesus comes back. You may be still around today, but tomorrow belongs to 

nobody. Therefore, it is wise to get on the train for eternity today by following Je-

sus. I hope that you would seriously ponder the question about your eternal destina-

tion today and make a decisive step toward Jesus.  

 

PS: Rabaryôs pastoral thinking is the same today as it was ten years ago!  It is so 

because Jesusô promise, ñI am with you always to the end of the age,ò is true and 

can be experienced at all times.  Amen! 
 

                     ~ Pastor Rabary 
 

 

LSI Supports Camp Noah, helps bring recovery to children in 14 communities  
 

Lutheran Services in Iowa, the Iowa affiliate of Lutheran Disaster Response, has been, and continues to 
be, a part of the recovery process for communities across the state, assisting families and individuals 
since devastating disasters struck in 2008.  However, LSI along with community leaders, recognized that 
children are often left scared, confused and needing answers after disaster strikes. That is why LSI Spon-
sored Camp Noah, a program of LSS in Minnesota, in 14 Iowa communities this summer. 
 
Camp Noah is a week long, values-based day camp for children in grades K-6 who have experienced dis-
aster.  The camp focuses on daily themes that help lead children through their own personal recovery. 
Camp Noah creates a safe and supportive place where children can talk about their disaster and recovery 
experiences with loving, caring adults and youth volunteers.  Focus is placed on helping children grow 
more resilient, and identifying and nurturing the talents and skills that each child has. 
 
Through the generosity of many, LSI has been able to give over $10,000 to sponsor 17 Camp Noahs 
across the state, making a difference in the lives of approximately 900 children affected by disaster. 

Thank You! Pastor Rabary and family thank the Lord for the generosity of Godôs people at First Lu-
theran. We are very grateful for your various gifts and well-wish cards that express your love for us.  May 

our Lord multiply your joy in giving as we are constantly blessed in receiving the fullness of His grace. 
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Minutes from the Special Congregational Meeting 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

December 6, 2009 
 

PRAYER 

¶ Pastor Rabary led the congregation in prayer before the meeting 

opened. 

 

OPENING 

¶ President Gary Schmidt called the December 6th Special Congregational  Meeting to 

order at 9:18 A.M. with a quorum of 128 members.   

¶ A motion was made to have Joanne Kramer be the secretary and for Milt Kramer to be 

the parliamentarian for this special meeting. Motion seconded and carried. 

 

AGENDA 

¶ Proposal to acquire a Power-Point System with multi-media capabilities 

¶ Adoption on resolutions as recommended by the Office of the Bishop of the Northeast-

ern Iowa Synod 

¶ To nominate 4 members from the congregation to serve on a task force 

 

POWER-POINT: 

¶ Wayne Huggins made a motion to adopt the motion "to acquire a Power-Point System 

with multi-media capabilities" as proposed by the task force; Seconded by Richard 

Waterman. 

¶ Mark Guetzko added a friendly amendment: "to modify the proposal to consist of 3 

phases: 

   - VIDEO PHASE 

  - AUDIO PHASE 

  - REMOTE PHASE 

     AND that no phase shall begin until 100% of the funds are in place for that  

  phase; Seconded by Cliff Bunting. 

¶ Discussion followed: 

¶ A voice vote was called for to amend the original motion. Motion carried. 

¶ Cliff Bunting called for a paper ballot to vote on the amended motion. Motion carried. 

98 YES, 19 NO 

         . . . . . . . .continued on page 5 
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RESOLUTIONS: 

¶ Doris Helmrichs made a motion to adopt the following resolutions as recommended 

by the Office of the Bishop of the Northeastern Iowa Synod. 
 

 1.  First Lutheran Church, as a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

      America, understands that it has the right to call, or refuse to call, as a pastor or  

      rostered lay leader any person who is on the roster of ordained ministers or lay  

      rosters or any candidate approved for those rosters. 
 

 2.  First Lutheran Church, in accordance with the 2009 Churchwide Assembly  

  which resolved that the Evangelical Lutheran in America "make provision in its  

  policies to recognize the conviction of members who believe that this church  

  should not call or roster people in a publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous, 

  same-gender relationship," declares that the First Lutheran Church congregation 

  will not call a pastor or lay leader who is or intends to be in such a same-gender  

  relationship. 
 

 3.  First Lutheran Church declares that marriages, civil unions, or blessings of persons    

      in same gender relationships will not be performed in this church building or au-    

      thorized by this congregation. 
 

¶ Seconded by Mark Guetzko 
 

¶ President Gary Schmidt called for the vote to mark prepared ballots. Motion carried.  

109 YES, 16 NO 
 

TASK-FORCE: 

¶ It is the Council recommendation that the Congregation form a 7 member Task Force 

(4 appointed by the congregation and 3 by the church council) assigned to look into 

the following matters and report at the Annual Meeting: 
 

 A.  Benevolence giving consistent with and faithful to First Lutheran mission conviction. 

 B.  Mission support in partnership with the Synod and direct mission support to local 

      and global mission projects. 

 C.  Screening process for content of educational material used at First Lutheran. 

 D.  Ways to getting back to the basics of Orthodox Christianity within the Lutheran         

  Tradition. 
 

¶ President Gary Schmidt asked for volunteers, and these people agreed to serve: 

 Marlene Bishop, Rita Dudley, Bruce Nieman, Steve Mercer 
 

¶ Meeting adjourned by President Gary Schmidt at 10:09 A.M. 
 

Respectully submitted, 

Joanne Kramer, Secretary of Special Congregational Meeting 
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            FAFSS Christmas Program 
     Dec. 12th and 13th 

 

(Photos courtesy of Joanne Kramer) 
 

 . . . . more photos can be seen on pg. 11 


