MAUNDY THURSDAY
SONG – When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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Of course we come to this point in the year and this point in the week and we can’t help but turn our attention to the cross and to Jesus’ suffering and death that he underwent for our sake.  But our gathering tonight will not be dwelling on Jesus’ suffering and death, but on his life and his love, though the two really go together.  Too often, though, we think that by dwelling on his suffering we’re paying Jesus worship, which maybe we are.  But couldn’t we also be allowing ourselves to provide an emotional show to our Lord without paying him the service that he genuinely desires and called us to time and again throughout his ministry, serving him through our service of others and loving him through our love for others.  So tonight, as we gather around the table and remember Jesus, as he instructed us to do, we’re going to be remembering him in his life and his instructions to us.  So this is a service of remembrance where we’ll attend to Jesus’ words and actions and remember how he called us to take up where he left off in living the Kingdom of God.  Tonight I’ll be reading scripture passages that remind us of other times Jesus was at the table.  After each reading, I’ll give a brief reflection to help us remember things about Jesus, then we’ll all respond together with the words of our songs.  
SCRIPTURE - Luke 7:36-50
36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner." 40 Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you." "Tell me, teacher," he said. 41 "Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?" 43 Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven."  "You have judged correctly," Jesus said. 44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little." 48 Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 49 The other guests began to say among themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?"  50 Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace." 

I want you to try to imagine this scene.  Here comes this supposed holy man into the house of some important church leader.  He’s always got a following, but today there’s one person in particular who stands out, not just because of her appearance or who she is, but because of her behavior.  She looks the part.  We say, “She’s led a sinful life,” or call her “a woman of ill repute,” which are just nice ways of saying she’s a prostitute, and everyone around here knows it.  If she were just following him, it might not have been such a big deal, but she’s making a spectacle.  She’s like his little groupie all over his feet bawling and making a scene.  I mean, you can’t even ignore her with your nose because she’s doused his feet with perfume.  His feet!  This is no holy man, or he wouldn’t put up with this.

So your Lord and mine either knows the human heart so well he expected this or he’s got ears like my second grade teacher and hears the Pharisee say as much to himself and Jesus responds as though he heard it said right out loud.  He tells the story of two people being forgiven different sized debts and makes the obvious connection that even though neither of them could afford to repay their debt, the one who owed more is still going to be more grateful.  
Then he turns it right back on his host, pointing out how poorly he’d welcomed Jesus but that this  “woman of ill repute” had been treating him like a king.  To Jesus, it all came down to a person’s capacity to love.  The person who was forgiven little, only loved a little.  The person who was forgiven much, loved ferociously.  Tonight we’re going to have the opportunity to identify with three different types of people.  There are those who are lowly, like the woman at Jesus’ feet.  There are those who think relatively highly of themselves and who think they’re a-okay, always the Pharisees.  Later there will be the disciples.  The tension within us is that we have the capacity to be all three and at different times, we are.  
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Tonight, who do you want to be?  You could be composed and in control and think that you know how things should be done.  That’s the perspective of a Pharisee.  At least when Jesus is in the room.  If you can respond to being in Jesus’ presence with that kind of measured self-righteousness, you’ll not arouse the attention or judgment of anyone.  You’ll also not impress Jesus.  However, if you would be desperate, like the prostitute, and realize how much Christ has forgiven you, you may weep.  You may fall at Jesus’ feet and kiss them in a reckless gesture of intimacy.  You may let your humility lay you bare and in return feel Christ’s hand placed lovingly on your head as you hear him say, “Your sins are forgiven.”  To sit at the table with Christ, you need to be forgiven and you need to appreciate what that means and you need to respond with desperate love.  
SONG – I Love You, Lord
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SCRIPTURE – Mark 2:13-17
13 Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd came to him, and he began to teach them. 14 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him. 15 While Jesus was having dinner at Levi's house, many tax collectors and sinners were eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16 When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: "Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?" 17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners." 

We’ve all heard a story like this one, right?  They are in their second year of empty nest and have finally started to roll with it.  Of course it was hard the first year because they kind of had to get to know each other again, or at least get to know a new way of life together.  Now their doing great.  They’re enjoying life and getting out.  They even took a vacation just the two of them for the first time in ages, which was great, but she got sick on the cruise.  When they got home she wasn’t doing any better and went to see the doctor.  They were a little perplexed and took some tests.  A week later they called her back in and told her that she had cancer.  Actually she’d had it for a long time but since she was so young and healthy and busy she never knew.  Now it was too late.  It had spread through her whole body and was in the final stage.  Three weeks later she was gone.  She never knew she was that sick.
If you weren’t here on Sunday, it wasn’t all celebration and waving palms.  In the meditation we focused in on Judas’ betrayal and how the betrayal of Jesus didn’t start with Judas and it sure didn’t end with him.  We thought about how we betray him in all kinds of ways, from misrepresenting him to turning our back on his message when it doesn’t suit us to willfully sinning in the same ways over and over.  If you were here and were open to my words and God’s Spirit, I’m assuming you left feeling a little messed up.  If you did, that’s a good thing, because Jesus came to call sinners and to heal the sick.  He knew, of course, that everyone, maybe especially the Pharisees, were sinners and sick, but they didn’t know it, and so they didn’t seek his healing.  That’s what he is, you know, a healer… the Great Physician.  Jesus has an agenda in this world and that is healing broken people and repairing the broken relationship between people and their Creator.  Like the woman on the cruise or the Pharisees or the self-congratulating Christians around the world who think of themselves as “good people” and who live their lives most of the time as though they don’t need Jesus, if you don’t know your sick, you’re not going to look for a physician.  If you do know your situation is dire, you’ll run to him, you’ll follow him.
SONG – Amazing Grace
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SCRIPTURE - Luke 11
37 When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he went in and reclined at the table. 38 But the Pharisee was surprised when he noticed that Jesus did not first wash before the meal. 39 Then the Lord said to him, "Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40 You foolish people! Did not the one who made the outside make the inside also? 41 But now as for what is inside you—be generous to the poor, and everything will be clean for you. 42 "Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter without leaving the former undone. 43 "Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most important seats in the synagogues and respectful greetings in the marketplaces. 44 "Woe to you, because you are like unmarked graves, which people walk over without knowing it." 45 One of the experts in the law answered him, "Teacher, when you say these things, you insult us also." 46 Jesus replied, "And you experts in the law, woe to you, because you load people down with burdens they can hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger to help them. … 52 "Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to knowledge. You yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those who were entering." 
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We’d rather not think of Jesus as angry, but that’s just trying to artificially make ourselves comfortable and avoid conviction.  But he is.  Because there is a Pharisee in each of us.  In each of us there is a voice that says, “I thank you, Lord that I am not like those sinners.”  In each of us there is a person who has huge expectations of others but holds ourselves to a much lower standard.  I know there is in me.  In each of us there is a hypocrite.  And it ticks Jesus off.  It ticks him off because he knows that the Pharisee within us will get out and it will hurt others.  It will misrepresent the church to people who don’t believe and they’ll say, ‘I’m not going there, they’re a bunch of hypocrites.’  It also ticks Jesus off because he loves us, and he has dreams for us and he can’t stand to see those dreams frustrated.  We’re coming to Jesus’ table soon, and the scriptures have cautioned us to come with care and to dispose of our guilt first.  You’ve seen what Jesus does when we bring the Pharisee to the table.  Now is the time to bid the Pharisee goodnight and cry out for Jesus’ forgiveness.  Now is the time to invite Christ to search out the Pharisee in us and dismiss it.
SONG – Search me, O God
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SCRIPTURE

John 13:1-17 

1 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 7 Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 8 "No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet."  Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me." 9 "Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!" 10 Jesus answered, "Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean… 12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. 13 "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
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would remember him.  We remember his sacrifice, his death, but we also remember his life.  And all throughout his life he sat at the table with people.  Some of the people were miserable sinners and knew it, some were Pharisees and thought pretty highly of themselves and then some transcended both those places and became disciples.  Don’t get me wrong, the disciples weren’t all that impressive at first either, but the vision Jesus had for them was astounding.  He dreamed that they’d take up his ministry and keep up where he left off.  So as we remember Jesus’ forgiveness and healing and conviction, the things he did and said, we also remember that like his Father in heaven, at his core he was love.  That came through in his service and the service he invited us to join him in.  There was no pride or pay off, only self-giving love.  I guess there is pay-off, but not like we usually think.  The pay-off is joy.  The pay-off is community.  The pay-off is being one with our Lord.  He said, “I give you one last command, that you love each other, just as I have loved you.”  Jesus wants us to wash one another’s feet, to serve each other in whatever way we can imagine.  
As I searched for a photo of foot washing on the internet to use here, I found lots of pictures of wedding ceremonies that included that ritual.  It surprised me, but it makes sense.  “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends, and you are my friends… Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet.”  

SONG – Make me a Servant 
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Friends of Jesus, the time has come to join Jesus at his table in desperate humility and uncontainable gratitude and ferocious love, remembering him in his life and love and teaching and healing and forgiveness, in his death and in his resurrection…
COMMUNION LITURGY

SONG – Come Share the Lord  
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COMMUNION – People will come forward to take communion, then will take the place of the elder and serve the person after them, saying “This is Jesus’ Body and Blood, given for you.”

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING

Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 33 "My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 34 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 

BENEDICTION

SONG – Blessed be the Tie that Binds
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